Instructor’s Name ________________________________________


Skill Area: Writing

Course for which you are seeking approval (department and number): 

___________________________________

Departments are strongly encouraged to promote consistent skill areas across multiple sections of the same course.  If there will be variation in the skill areas promoted, separate syllabi and relevant check sheets for each section must be submitted. If all sections of a course are being submitted for this Skill Area, state “All” for “Instructor’s Name” above.
CRITERIA

To qualify in the skill area of writing a course must:

1. Designate that at least 15% of the student’s grade in the course is based on an evaluation of writing.  

2. Include writing assignments that directly relate to the course goals.

3. Include instruction in writing-to-learn and/or writing-to-communicate.  While writing-to-learn emphasizes the student’s experience, writing-to-communicate highlights the reader’s experience.  Both are necessary to produce a thoughtful text that observes academic writing’s conventions.
  
4. Require that students write a total of 2,000 words (8 pages, double-spaced, in 12-point font, with 1” margins) in multiple assignments.

5. Assign writing throughout the semester.
QUESTIONS

Please answer the following questions and attach a current syllabus.  Your syllabus must include a statement of the criteria for this category.
1. How (e.g. based on what assignments) will writing constitute at least 15% of a student’s grade?

2. How will writing assignments be related to course goals?

3. Describe the writing activities students will be required to complete (writing-to-learn, writing-to-communicate, or some combination).

4. How will these assignments allow students to meet the goal of writing at least 2000 words? 

5. How will these assignments be distributed over the course of the semester?
� Writing-to-learn helps students use writing to explore many aspects of the course as well as their own reflections; these activities should foster learning at deeper levels than memorization or recitation.  Writing-to-communicate emphasizes aspects of writing (style, grammatical correctness, coherence, focus) that allow a reader to navigate the writing as he or she wishes.
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