Supplemental Instruction
What is SI?
The SI program targets traditionally difficult academic courses—those that have a high rate of D or F grades and withdrawals—and provides regularly scheduled, out-of-class, peer facilitated sessions.
Is SI remedial?
No. SI does not identify high-risk students, but rather identifies historically difficult classes.
When does SI start?
Assistance begins the second week of the term.

Where is SI held?
SI sessions normally occur in classrooms near the course classroom instead of in a learning center.

Who can attend SI?
SI sessions are open to all students in the course and are attended on a voluntary basis free of charge.

Who are the key people in SI?
The SI leader is the key person in SI. SI Leaders are students who have demonstrated competence in this or in a comparable course. The leader is under an SI Supervisor who is in the Center for Academic Success. The SI Instructor is the classroom instructor.

Is SI only for the poorer students?
SI sessions are comprised of students of varying abilities, and no effort is made to segregate students based on academic ability. Since SI is introduces on the second day of class and is open to all students in the class, SI is not viewed as remedial.

How is a SI Leader qualified being he/she is a student also?
SI leaders are trained. This training covers such topics as how students learn as well as instructional strategies aimed at strengthening student academic performance, data collection and management details.

How does a SI Leader know what to present in a review session?
SI leaders attend all class sessions, take notes, read all assigned material, and conduct three or more 50-minute SI sessions each week. SI sessions integrate how-to-learn with what-to-learn.

What do students get out of an SI sessions?
Students who attend SI sessions discover appropriate application of study strategies, e.g. note-taking, graphic organization, questioning techniques, vocabulary acquisition, problem-solving, and test preparation, as they review content material.

What is SI considered a form of active learning?
Students have the opportunity to become actively involved in the course material as the SI leaders use the text, lecture notes, and supplementary readings as the vehicle for refining skills for learning.
 
How are SI Leaders supervised?
The SI leaders meet as a group with the SI supervisor at least three times during the term for follow-up and problem-solving.

What is the outcome for students who attend SI?
SI participants earn higher course grades and withdraw less often then non-SI participants. Also, data demonstrate higher re-enrollment and graduation rates. Faculty and staff from over 750 institutions in the U.S. and abroad have been trained to implement SI.
From Louisiana State University Website http://appl003.lsu.edu/slas/cas.nsf/$Content/Supplemental+Instruction+FAQs?OpenDocument
