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Ethicists work by analyzing specific issues or 
scenarios in moral terms and then offering 
ethical arguments for particular positions or 
recommendations

In a TBL course, students are provided this 
same opportunity by reading a case and then 
working together to apply a common moral 
framework to analyze the case and justify their 
recommendation

Doing Ethics

Example Team Activity

An active-learning instructional strategy which provides students with substantial class time to engage in higher-level 
application of course concepts

What is Team-Based Learning?

“I found the team and discussion based setting to be much more useful at presenting, analyzing, and applying the 
course material than a regular lecture.”

"After taking this class, I am very confident in my opinions and I can share them with the group effectively. I am 
also a better listener from working in groups, because my answer was not always the best, so I had to listen to 
theirs to compare everyone’s opinions.“

“I really enjoy team based learning because when I am confused or everyone in my group isn’t grasping the 
concepts yet then we each discuss our own understanding in order to come to an even better understanding.”

“Never thought I would like working in a team but I think it’s beneficial for everybody (helps facilitate learning).”

“The team-based learning approach is beneficial especially for those who are uncomfortable with speaking in 
front of the class.”

"What we have been taught in this class is different from most others. Rather than spitting out memorized 
information, we have learned to ask our own questions and see the world how we choose to look at it rather than 
how we are expected to do so. We learned about how much we did not know, and never will, and many interesting 
ideas were introduced to us that made us take a step back and view reality in an unbiased fashion."

What are Students Saying?

Doing History of Philosophy
Historians of philosophy take difficult 
philosophical texts from our shared cultural 
heritage and strive to see the ways in which the 
theories and arguments from those texts can 
offer key insights into how to live our lives and 
to think about the world today.  

In a TBL course, students are provided this 
same opportunity by reading primary source 
texts and then working together to interpret 
them with the overarching goal of applying the 
insights they offer in a contemporary context. 

Example Team Activities

Want to find out more about TBL?

• The Team-Based Learning Collaborative online
• Getting Started with Team-Based Learning edited by Sibley & 

Ostafichuck
• Reach out to us!
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