Killing the Black Body Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty
by Dorothy Roberts
In 1997, this groundbreaking book made a powerful entrance into the
national conversation on race. In a media landscape dominated by racially
biased images of welfare queens and crack babies, Killing the Black Body
exposed America's systemic abuse of Black women's bodies. From slave
masters' economic stake in bonded women's fertility to government
programs that coerced thousands of poor Black women into being
sterilized as late as the 1970s, these abuses pointed to the degradation of
Black motherhood—and the exclusion of Black women's reproductive
needs in mainstream feminist and civil rights agendas.
Now, some two decades later, Killing the Black Body has not only exerted profound influence, but also
remains as crucial as ever—a rallying cry for education, awareness, and action on extending reproductive
justice to all women.
CSU Link: https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1879982
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/1553356

Days of Rage America's Radical Underground, the FBI, and the Forgotten
Age of Revolutionary Violence by Bryan Burrough
The Weathermen. The Symbionese Liberation Army. The FALN. The Black
Liberation Army. The names seem quaint now, when not forgotten
altogether. But there was a stretch of time in America, during the 1970s,
when bombings by domestic underground groups were a daily
occurrence. The FBI combated these groups and others as nodes in a single
revolutionary underground, dedicated to the violent overthrow of the
American government.
The FBI's response to the leftist revolutionary counterculture has not been
treated kindly by history, and in hindsight many of its efforts seem almost
comically ineffectual, if not criminal in themselves. But part of the extraordinary accomplishment of Bryan
Burrough's Days of Rage is to temper those easy judgments with an understanding of just how deranged
these times were, how charged with menace. Burrough re-creates an atmosphere that seems almost
unbelievable just forty years later, conjuring a time of native-born radicals, most of them "nice middleclass kids," smuggling bombs into skyscrapers and detonating them inside the Pentagon and the U.S.
Capitol, at a Boston courthouse and a Wall Street restaurant packed with lunchtime diners—radicals
robbing dozens of banks and assassinating policemen in New York, San Francisco, Atlanta. The FBI,
encouraged to do everything possible to undermine the radical underground, itself broke many laws in its
attempts to bring the revolutionaries to justice—often with disastrous consequences.
Benefiting from the extraordinary number of people from the underground and the FBI who speak about
their experiences for the first time, Days of Rage is filled with revelations and fresh details about the major

revolutionaries and their connections and about the FBI and its desperate efforts to make the bombings
stop. The result is a mesmerizing book that takes us into the hearts and minds of homegrown terrorists
and federal agents alike and weaves their stories into a spellbinding secret history of the 1970s.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/1813233

Women, Race, & Class by Angela Y. Davis
A powerful study of the women's liberation movement in the U.S., from
abolitionist days to the present, that demonstrates how it has always been
hampered by the racist and classist biases of its leaders. From the widely
revered and legendary political activist and scholar Angela Davis.
CSU Link: https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1454113
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/590128

Blood in the Water The Attica Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its Legacy by
Heather Ann Thompson
On September 9, 1971, nearly 1,300 prisoners took over the Attica
Correctional Facility in upstate New York to protest years of mistreatment.
Holding guards and civilian employees hostage, the prisoners negotiated
with officials for improved conditions during the four long days and nights
that followed.
On September 13, the state abruptly sent hundreds of heavily armed
troopers and correction officers to retake the prison by force. Their gunfire
killed thirty-nine men—hostages as well as prisoners—and severely wounded more than one hundred
others. In the ensuing hours, weeks, and months, troopers and officers brutally retaliated against the
prisoners. And, ultimately, New York State authorities prosecuted only the prisoners, never once bringing
charges against the officials involved in the retaking and its aftermath and neglecting to provide support
to the survivors and the families of the men who had been killed.
Drawing from more than a decade of extensive research, historian Heather Ann Thompson sheds new
light on every aspect of the uprising and its legacy, giving voice to all those who took part in this fortyfive-year fight for justice: prisoners, former hostages, families of the victims, lawyers and judges, and state
officials and members of law enforcement. Blood in the Water is the searing and indelible account of one
of the most important civil rights stories of the last century.
CSU Link: https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3506107
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/2606435

How We Fight White Supremacy A Field Guide to Black Resistance by Akiba
Solomon and Kenrya Rankin
Many of us are facing unprecedented attacks on our democracy, our privacy,
and our hard-won civil rights. If you're Black in the US, this is not new. As
Colorlines editors Akiba Solomon and Kenrya Rankin show, Black Americans
subvert and resist life-threatening forces as a matter of course. In these
pages, leading organizers, artists, journalists, comedians, and filmmakers
offer wisdom on how they fight White supremacy. It's a must-read for
anyone new to resistance work, and for the next generation of leaders
building a better future.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/4156189

When They Call You a Terrorist A Black Lives Matter Memoir by Patrisse
Khan-Cullors and asha bandele
Raised by a single mother in an impoverished neighborhood in Los Angeles,
Patrisse Khan-Cullors experienced firsthand the prejudice and persecution
Black Americans endure at the hands of law enforcement. For Patrisse, the
most vulnerable people in the country are Black people. Deliberately and
ruthlessly targeted by a criminal justice system serving a white privilege
agenda, Black people are subjected to unjustifiable racial profiling and police
brutality. In 2013, when Trayvon Martin's killer went free, Patrisse's outrage
led her to co-found Black Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal Tometi.
Condemned as terrorists and as a threat to America, these loving women founded a hashtag that birthed
the movement to demand accountability from the authorities who continually turn a blind eye to the
injustices inflicted upon people of Black and Brown skin.
Championing human rights in the face of violent racism, Patrisse is a survivor. She transformed her
personal pain into political power, giving voice to a people suffering inequality and a movement fueled by
her strength and love to tell the country—and the world—that Black Lives Matter.
When They Call You a Terrorist is Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha bandele's reflection on humanity. It is an
empowering account of survival, strength and resilience and a call to action to change the culture that
declares innocent Black life expendable.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3302290

Black Ice by Lorene Cary
In 1972 Lorene Cary, a bright, ambitious black teenager from Philadelphia,
was transplanted into the formerly all-white, all-male environs of the elite
St. Paul's School in New Hampshire, where she became a scholarship
student in a "boot camp" for future American leaders. Like any good
student, she was determined to succeed. But Cary was also determined to
succeed without selling out. This wonderfully frank and perceptive memoir
describes the perils and ambiguities of that double role, in which failing
calculus and winning a student election could both be interpreted as
betrayals of one's skin. Black Ice is also a universally recognizable document
of a woman's adolescence; it is, as Houston Baker says, "a journey into
selfhood that resonates with sober reflection, intellignet passion, and joyous love."
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1435257
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/507271

All Over but the Shoutin' by Rick Bragg
This haunting, harrowing, gloriously moving recollection of a life on the
American margin is the story of Rick Bragg, who grew up dirt-poor in
northeastern Alabama, seemingly destined for either the cotton mills or the
penitentiary, and instead became a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for The
New York Times. It is the story of Bragg's father, a hard-drinking man with a
murderous temper and the habit of running out on the people who needed
him most.
But at the center of this soaring memoir is Bragg's mother, who went eighteen
years without a new dress so that her sons could have school clothes and
picked other people's cotton so that her children wouldn't have to live on welfare alone. Evoking these
lives—and the country that shaped and nourished them—with artistry, honesty, and compassion, Rick
Bragg brings home the love and suffering that lie at the heart of every family. The result is unforgettable.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2682331
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/452915

Just Mercy (Movie Tie-In Edition) A Story of Justice and Redemption by
Bryan Stevenson
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice
Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and
in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped
in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases
was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a
notorious murder he insisted he didn't commit. The case drew Bryan into a
tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and
transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.
Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young
lawyer's coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring
argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2909230
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/1727879

These Truths A History of the United States by Jill Lepore
In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, awardwinning historian and New Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a magisterial
account of the origins and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed
reckoning with the beauty and tragedy of American history.
Written in elegiac prose, Lepore's groundbreaking investigation places truth
itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of the nation's
history. The American experiment rests on three ideas—"these truths,"
Jefferson called them—political equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty
of the people. And it rests, too, on a fearless dedication to inquiry, Lepore
argues, because self-government depends on it. But has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered on
that promise?
These Truths tells this uniquely American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events
over more than five centuries has proven the nation's truths, or belied them. To answer that question,
Lepore traces the intertwined histories of American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the
colonial town meeting to the nineteenth-century party machine, from talk radio to twenty-first-century
Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act, from the printing press to Facebook News.
Along the way, Lepore's sovereign chronicle is filled with arresting sketches of both well-known and lesserknown Americans, from a parade of presidents and a rogues' gallery of political mischief makers to the
intrepid leaders of protest movements, including Frederick Douglass, the famed abolitionist orator;
William Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential candidate and ultimately tragic populist; Pauli Murray,
the visionary civil rights strategist; and Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited architect of modern conservatism.

Americans are descended from slaves and slave owners, from conquerors and the conquered, from
immigrants and from people who have fought to end immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will
fight forever over the meaning of its history," Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the
past is part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an inheritance, a gift and a burden," These Truths
observes. "It can't be shirked. There's nothing for it but to get to know it."
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3530723
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3911568

The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964,
Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the
extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black Muslim movement.
His fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream,
and the inherent racism in a society that denies its nonwhite citizens the
opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight into the most urgent issues
of our own time. The Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as the definitive
statement of a movement and a man whose work was never completed but
whose message is timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand America.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3507832
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/2356212

Sister Outsider Essays and Speeches by Audre Lorde and Cheryl Clarke
In this charged collection of fifteen essays and speeches, Lorde takes on
sexism, racism, ageism, homophobia, and class, and propounds social
difference as a vehicle for action and change. Her prose is incisive, unflinching,
and lyrical, reflecting struggle but ultimately offering messages of hope. This
commemorative edition includes a new foreword by Lorde-scholar and poet
Cheryl Clarke, who celebrates the ways in which Lorde's philosophies resonate
more than twenty years after they were first published.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/686229

Nigger An Autobiography by Dick Gregory and Robert Lipsyte
Fifty-five years ago, in 1964, an incredibly honest and revealing memoir by one
of the America's best-loved comedians and activists, Dick Gregory, was
published. With a shocking title and breathtaking writing, Dick Gregory defined
a genre and changed the way race was discussed in America.
Telling stories that range from his hardscrabble childhood in St. Louis to his
pioneering early days as a comedian to his indefatigable activism alongside
Medgar Evers and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Gregory's memoir riveted readers
in the sixties. In the years and decades to come, the stories and lessons became
more relevant than ever, and the book attained the status of a classic. The book
has sold over a million copies and become core text about race relations and civil rights, continuing to
inspire readers everywhere with Dick Gregory's incredible story about triumphing over racism and poverty
to become an American legend.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1310185
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/4704798

White Fragility Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by
Robin DiAngelo and Michael Eric Dyson
In this "vital, necessary, and beautiful book" (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist
educator Robin DiAngelo deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility
and "allows us to understand racism as a practice not restricted to 'bad people'
(Claudia Rankine). Referring to the defensive moves that white people make
when challenged racially, white fragility is characterized by emotions such as
anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and silence.
These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white racial equilibrium and
prevent any meaningful cross-racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration,
DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we can do to
engage more constructively.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3716950

The Age of American Unreason by Susan Jacoby
A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of American Unreason focuses
on the convergence of social forces—usually treated as separate entities—that
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These include the upsurge of
religious fundamentalism, with more political power today than ever before; the
failure of public education to create an informed citizenry; and the triumph of
video over print culture. Sparing neither the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that
Americans today have embraced a universe of "junk thought" that makes almost
no effort to separate fact from opinion.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/148227

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American
history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, TaNehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our
nation's history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea
of "race," a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies
of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation,
and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What
is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can
we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its
burden?
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates's attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about
his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War
battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of
mothers whose children's lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal
narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me
clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way
forward.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3142267
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/2184718

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
Civil rights advocate and accomplished lawyer Michelle Alexander broaches
a topic worthy of national conversation. Alexander argues that criminals
convicted by our justice system face the same obstacles—legal
discrimination and disenfranchisement—African Americans faced during
the Jim Crow era.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2628758
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/711736

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond
In this brilliant, heartbreaking book, Matthew Desmond takes us into the
poorest neighborhoods of Milwaukee to tell the story of eight families on
the edge. Arleen is a single mother trying to raise her two sons on the $20 a
month she has left after paying for their rundown apartment. Scott is a
gentle nurse consumed by a heroin addiction. Lamar, a man with no legs and
a neighborhood full of boys to look after, tries to work his way out of debt.
Vanetta participates in a botched stickup after her hours are cut. All are
spending almost everything they have on rent, and all have fallen behind.
The fates of these families are in the hands of two landlords: Sherrena
Tarver, a former schoolteacher turned inner-city entrepreneur, and Tobin Charney, who runs one of the
worst trailer parks in Milwaukee. They loathe some of their tenants and are fond of others, but as
Sherrena puts it, "Love don't pay the bills." She moves to evict Arleen and her boys a few days before
Christmas.
Even in the most desolate areas of American cities, evictions used to be rare. But today, most poor
renting families are spending more than half of their income on housing, and eviction has become
ordinary, especially for single mothers. In vivid, intimate prose, Desmond provides a ground-level view
of one of the most urgent issues facing America today. As we see families forced into shelters, squalid
apartments, or more dangerous neighborhoods, we bear witness to the human cost of America's vast
inequality—and to people's determination and intelligence in the face of hardship.
Based on years of embedded fieldwork and painstakingly gathered data, this masterful book transforms
our understanding of extreme poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving
a devastating, uniquely American problem. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the
centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3269286

CPU Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/2276016

An African American and Latinx History of the United States by Paul
Ortiz
Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and Latinx
History of the United States is a revolutionary, politically charged
narrative history, arguing that the "Global South" was crucial to the
development of America as we know it. Scholar and activist Paul Ortiz
challenges the notion of westward progress as exalted by widely taught
formulations like "manifest destiny" and "Jacksonian democracy," and
shows how placing African American, Latinx, and Indigenous voices
unapologetically front and center transforms US history into one of the
working class organizing against imperialism.
Drawing on rich narratives and primary source documents, Ortiz links racial segregation in the
Southwest and the rise and violent fall of a powerful tradition of Mexican labor organizing in the
twentieth century, to May 1, 2006, known as International Workers' Day, when migrant laborers—
Chicana/os, Afrocubanos, and immigrants from every continent on earth—united in resistance on the
first "Day Without Immigrants." As African American civil rights activists fought Jim Crow laws and
Mexican labor organizers warred against the suffocating grip of capitalism, Black and Spanish-language
newspapers, abolitionists, and Latin American revolutionaries coalesced around movements built
between people from the United States and people from Central America and the Caribbean. In stark
contrast to the resurgence of "America First" rhetoric, Black and Latinx intellectuals and organizers
today have historically urged the United States to build bridges of solidarity with the nations of the
Americas.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3043709

African American Firsts: Famous, Little-Known And Unsung Triumphs Of
Blacks In America by Joan Potter
From ground-breaking achievements to awe-inspiring feats of excellence,
this definitive resource reveals over 450 "firsts" by African Americans in
fields as diverse as government, entertainment, education, science,
medicine, law, the military, and the business world. Discover the first
doctor to perform open heart surgery and the youngest person to fly solo
around the world. Learn about the first African Americans to walk in
space, to serve two terms as President of the United States, and many
other wonderful and important contributions often accomplished despite
poverty, discrimination, and racism.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/1484963

American Dialogue: The Founders and Us by Joseph J. Ellis
The story of history is a ceaseless conversation between past and
present, and in American Dialogue, Joseph Ellis focuses the conversation
onto the often asked question: "What would the Founding Fathers
think?" He examines four of our most seminal historical figures through
the prism of particular topics, using the perspective of the present to
shed light on their views and, in turn, making clear how their now
centuries-old ideas illuminate the disturbing impasse of today's political
conflicts. He discusses Jefferson and the issue of racism, Adams and the
specter of economic inequality, Washington and American imperialism,
Madison and the doctrine of original intent. Through these
juxtapositions—and in his hallmark dramatic and compelling narrative
voice—Ellis illuminates the obstacles and pitfalls paralyzing contemporary discussions of these
fundamentally important issues.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3589083
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3948936

American Prison: A Reporter's Undercover Journey into the Business of
Punishment by Shane Bauer
In 2014, Shane Bauer was hired for $9 an hour to work as an entry-level
prison guard at a private prison in Winnfield, Louisiana. An award-winning
investigative journalist, he used his real name; there was no meaningful
background check. Four months later, his employment came to an abrupt
end. But he had seen enough, and in short order he wrote an exposé about
his experiences that won a National Magazine Award and became the mostread feature in the history of the magazine Mother Jones. Still, there was
much more that he needed to say. In American Prison, Bauer weaves a much
deeper reckoning with his experiences together with a thoroughly researched
history of for-profit prisons in America from their origins in the decades before the Civil War. For, as he
soon realized, we can't understand the cruelty of our current system and its place in the larger story of
mass incarceration without understanding where it came from. Private prisons became entrenched in
the South as part of a systemic effort to keep the African-American labor force in place in the aftermath
of slavery, and the echoes of these shameful origins are with us still.
The private prison system is deliberately unaccountable to public scrutiny. Private prisons are not
incentivized to tend to the health of their inmates, or to feed them well, or to attract and retain a highlytrained prison staff. Though Bauer befriends some of his colleagues and sympathizes with their plight,
the chronic dysfunction of their lives only adds to the prison's sense of chaos. To his horror, Bauer finds
himself becoming crueler and more aggressive the longer he works in the prison, and he is far from
alone.
A blistering indictment of the private prison system, and the powerful forces that drive it, American
Prison is a necessary human document about the true face of justice in America.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3844743

Bending Toward Justice: The Birmingham Church Bombing that
Changed the Course of Civil Rights by Doug Jones
On September 15, 1963, the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama was bombed. The blast killed four young girls and injured
twenty-two others. The FBI suspected four particularly radical Ku Klux
Klan members. Yet due to reluctant witnesses, a lack of physical
evidence, and pervasive racial prejudice the case was closed without
any indictments.
But as Martin Luther King, Jr. famously expressed it, "the arc of the
moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice." Years later,
Alabama Attorney General William Baxley reopened the case,
ultimately convicting one of the bombers in 1977. Another suspect

passed away in 1994, and US Attorney Doug Jones tried and convicted the final two in 2001 and 2002,
representing the correction of an outrageous miscarriage of justice nearly forty years in the making.
Jones himself went on to win election as Alabama's first Democratic Senator since 1992 in a dramatic
race against Republican challenger Roy Moore.
Bending Toward Justice is a dramatic and compulsively readable account of a key moment in our long
national struggle for equality, related by an author who played a major role in these events. A
distinguished work of legal and personal history, the book is destined to take its place as a canonical civil
rights history.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3606660
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3939994

The Color of Water by James McBride
Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman
evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for her twelve
black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son,
explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and
heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A
Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother.
The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she
was white, James McBride grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his
eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn.
"Mommy," a fiercely protective woman with "dark eyes full of pep
and fire," herded her brood to Manhattan's free cultural events, sent
them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) schools,
demanded good grades, and commanded respect. As a young man, McBride saw his mother as a source
of embarrassment, worry, and confusion—and reached thirty before he began to discover the truth
about her early life and long-buried pain.

In The Color of Water, McBride retraces his mother's footsteps and, through her searing and spirited
voice, recreates her remarkable story. The daughter of a failed itinerant Orthodox rabbi, she was born
Rachel Shilsky (actually Ruchel Dwara Zylska) in Poland on April 1, 1921. Fleeing pogroms, her family
emigrated to America and ultimately settled in Suffolk, Virginia, a small town where anti-Semitism and
racial tensions ran high. With candor and immediacy, Ruth describes her parents' loveless marriage; her
fragile, handicapped mother; her cruel, sexually-abusive father; and the rest of the family and life she
abandoned.
At seventeen, after fleeing Virginia and settling in New York City, Ruth married a black minister and
founded the all- black New Brown Memorial Baptist Church in her Red Hook living room. "God is the
color of water," Ruth McBride taught her children, firmly convinced that life's blessings and life's values
transcend race. Twice widowed, and continually confronting overwhelming adversity and racism, Ruth's

determination, drive and discipline saw her dozen children through college—and most through graduate
school. At age 65, she herself received a degree in social work from Temple University.
Interspersed throughout his mother's compelling narrative, McBride shares candid recollections of his
own experiences as a mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with drugs and violence, and his
eventual self- realization and professional success. The Color of Water touches readers of all colors as a
vivid portrait of growing up, a haunting meditation on race and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a
mother from her son.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/613063

Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance
by Barack Obama
In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memoir, the son of a black
African father and a white American mother searches for a workable
meaning to his life as a black American. It begins in New York, where
Barack Obama learns that his father—a figure he knows more as a myth
than as a man—has been killed in a car accident. This sudden death
inspires an emotional odyssey—first to a small town in Kansas, from
which he retraces the migration of his mother's family to Hawaii, and
then to Kenya, where he meets the African side of his family, confronts
the bitter truth of his father's life, and at last reconciles his divided
inheritance.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/115463

Finding Oprah's Roots: Finding Your Own by Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Finding Oprah's Roots will not only endow readers with a new
appreciation for the key contributions made by history's unsung but also
equip them with the tools to connect to pivotal figures in their own past. A
roadmap through the intricacies of public documents and online
databases, the book also highlights genetic testing resources that can
make it possible to know one's distant tribal roots in Africa.
For Oprah, the path back to the past was emotion-filled and profoundly
illuminating, connecting the narrative of her family to the larger American
narrative and "anchoring" her in a way not previously possible. For the
reader, Finding Oprah's Roots offers the possibility of an equally rewarding
experience.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/116757

The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin
A national bestseller when it first appeared in 1963, The Fire Next Time
galvanized the nation and gave passionate voice to the emerging civil
rights movement. At once a powerful evocation of James Baldwin's early
life in Harlem and a disturbing examination of the consequences of racial
injustice, the book is an intensely personal and provocative document. It
consists of two "letters," written on the occasion of the centennial of the
Emancipation Proclamation, that exhort Americans, both black and
white, to attack the terrible legacy of racism. Described by The New York
Times Book Review as "sermon, ultimatum, confession, deposition,
testament, and chronicle...all presented in searing, brilliant prose," The
Fire Next Time stands as a classic of our literature.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/1377488

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as
childhood itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of
lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that
can make the world right. Maya Angelou's debut memoir is a modern
American classic beloved worldwide.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2865931
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/215695

My Life, My Love, My Legacy by Coretta Scott King
The life story of Coretta Scott King—wife of Martin Luther King Jr.,
founder of the King Center for Nonviolent Social Change, and singular
twentieth-century American civil rights activist—as told fully for the first
time, toward the end of her life, to one of her closest friends
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3091147

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of
each other. Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods
and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street corners with their
crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow
up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow,
and business leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer
serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating
book, sets out to answer this profound question. In alternating
narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments
of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a
generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2682317
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/333018

Policing the Black Man: Arrest, Prosecution, and
Imprisonment by Angela J. Davis
Policing the Black Man explores and critiques the many ways
the criminal justice system impacts the lives of African
American boys and men at every stage of the criminal
process, from arrest through sentencing. Essays range from
an explication of the historical roots of racism in the criminal
justice system to an examination of modern-day police killings
of unarmed black men. The contributors discuss and explain
racial profiling, the power and discretion of police and
prosecutors, the role of implicit bias, the racial impact of
police and prosecutorial decisions, the disproportionate
imprisonment of black men, the collateral consequences of
mass incarceration, and the Supreme Court's failure to
provide meaningful remedies for the injustices in the criminal
justice system. Policing the Black Man is an enlightening mustread for anyone interested in the critical issues of race and justice in America.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3108875

Reading with Patrick: A Teacher, a Student, and a Life-Changing
Friendship by Michelle Kuo
Recently graduated from Harvard University, Michelle Kuo arrived
in the rural town of Helena, Arkansas, as a Teach for America
volunteer, bursting with optimism and drive. But she soon
encountered the jarring realities of life in one of the poorest
counties in America, still disabled by the legacy of slavery and Jim
Crow. In this stirring memoir, Kuo, the child of Taiwanese
immigrants, shares the story of her complicated but rewarding
mentorship of one student, Patrick Browning, and his remarkable
literary and personal awakening.
Convinced she can make a difference in the lives of her teenaged
students, Michelle Kuo puts her heart into her work, using quiet
reading time and guided writing to foster a sense of self in students left behind by a broken school
system. Though Michelle loses some students to truancy and even gun violence, she is inspired by some
such as Patrick. Fifteen and in the eighth grade, Patrick begins to thrive under Michelle's exacting
attention. However, after two years of teaching, Michelle feels pressure from her parents and the draw
of opportunities outside the Delta and leaves Arkansas to attend law school.
Then, on the eve of her law-school graduation, Michelle learns that Patrick has been jailed for murder.
Feeling that she left the Delta prematurely and determined to fix her mistake, Michelle returns to

Helena and resumes Patrick's education—even as he sits in a jail cell awaiting trial. Every day for the
next seven months they pore over classic novels, poems, and works of history. Little by little, Patrick
grows into a confident, expressive writer and a dedicated reader galvanized by the works of Frederick
Douglass, James Baldwin, Walt Whitman, W. S. Merwin, and others. In her time reading with Patrick,
Michelle is herself transformed, contending with the legacy of racism and the questions of what
constitutes a "good" life and what the privileged owe to those with bleaker prospects.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/2950317

Rest in Power: The Enduring Life of Trayvon Martin
by Sybrina Fulton & Tracy Martin
On a February evening in 2012, in a small town in central Florida,
seventeen-year-old Trayvon Martin was walking home with candy and a
can of juice in hand and talking on the phone with a friend when a fatal
encounter with a gun-wielding neighborhood watchman ended his young
life. The watchman was briefly detained by the police and released.
Trayvon's father—a truck driver named Tracy—tried to get answers from
the police but was shut down and ignored. Trayvon's mother, a civil
servant for the city of Miami, was paralyzed by the news of her son's death
and lost in mourning, unable to leave her room for days. But in a matter of
weeks, their son's name would be spoken by President Obama, honored by
professional athletes, and passionately discussed all over traditional and social media. And at the head
of a growing nationwide campaign for justice were Trayvon's parents, who—driven by their intense love
for their lost son—discovered their voices, gathered allies, and launched a movement that would change
the country.
Five years after his tragic death, Travyon Martin's name is still evoked every day. He has become a
symbol of social justice activism, as has his hauntingly familiar image: the photo of a child still in the
process of becoming a young man, wearing a hoodie and gazing silently at the camera. But who was
Trayvon Martin, before he became, in death, an icon? And how did one black child's death on a dark,
rainy street in a small Florida town become the match that lit a civil rights crusade?
Rest in Power, told through the compelling alternating narratives of Sybrina Fulton and Tracy Martin,
answers, for the first time, those questions from the most intimate of sources. It's the story of the
beautiful and complex child they lost, the cruel unresponsiveness of the police and the hostility of the
legal system, and the inspiring journey they took from grief and pain to power, and from tragedy and
senselessness to meaning.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/2875792

Separate: The Story of Plessy v. Ferguson, and America's Journey from
Slavery to Segregation by Steve Luxenberg
Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court case synonymous with "separate
but equal," created remarkably little stir when the justices announced
their near-unanimous decision on May 18, 1896. Yet it is one of the most
compelling and dramatic stories of the nineteenth century, whose
outcome embraced and protected segregation, and whose
reverberations are still felt into the twenty-first.
Separate spans a striking range of characters and landscapes, bound
together by the defining issue of their time and ours—race and equality.
Wending its way through a half-century of American history, the
narrative begins at the dawn of the railroad age, in the North, home to the nation's first separate
railroad car, then moves briskly through slavery and the Civil War to Reconstruction and its aftermath,
as separation took root in nearly every aspect of American life.
Award-winning author Steve Luxenberg draws from letters, diaries, and archival collections to tell the
story of Plessy v. Ferguson through the eyes of the people caught up in the case. Separate depicts
indelible figures such as the resisters from the mixed-race community of French New Orleans, led by
Louis Martinet, a lawyer and crusading newspaper editor; Homer Plessy's lawyer, Albion Tourgée, a
best-selling author and the country's best-known white advocate for civil rights; Justice Henry Billings
Brown, from antislavery New England, whose majority ruling endorsed separation; and Justice John
Harlan, the Southerner from a slaveholding family whose singular dissent cemented his reputation as a
steadfast voice for justice. Sweeping, swiftly paced, and richly detailed, Separate provides a fresh and
urgently-needed exploration of our nation's most devastating divide.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b3593245
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/4127121

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great
Migration by Isabel Wilkerson
From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed
the face of America. Wilkerson compares this epic migration to the
migrations of other peoples in history. She interviewed more than a
thousand people, and gained access to new data and official records,
to write this definitive and vividly dramatic account of how these
American journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our country, and
ourselves.
With stunning historical detail, Wilkerson tells this story through the
lives of three unique individuals: Ida Mae Gladney, who in 1937 left
sharecropping and prejudice in Mississippi for Chicago, where she
achieved quiet blue-collar success and, in old age, voted for Barack

Obama when he ran for an Illinois Senate seat; sharp and quick-tempered George Starling, who in 1945
fled Florida for Harlem, where he endangered his job fighting for civil rights, saw his family fall, and
finally found peace in God; and Robert Foster, who left Louisiana in 1953 to pursue a medical career, the
personal physician to Ray Charles as part of a glitteringly successful medical career, which allowed him
to purchase a grand home where he often threw exuberant parties.
Wilkerson brilliantly captures their first treacherous and exhausting cross-country trips by car and train
and their new lives in colonies that grew into ghettos, as well as how they changed these cities with
southern food, faith, and culture and improved them with discipline, drive, and hard work. Both a
riveting microcosm and a major assessment, The Warmth of Other Suns is a bold, remarkable, and
riveting work, a superb account of an "unrecognized immigration" within our own land. Through the
breadth of its narrative, the beauty of the writing, the depth of its research, and the fullness of the
people and lives portrayed herein, this book is destined to become a classic.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/457558

What Truth Sounds Like: Robert F. Kennedy, James Baldwin, and Our
Unfinished Conversation About Race in America by Michael Eric Dyson
In 1963 Attorney General Robert Kennedy sought out James Baldwin to
explain the rage that threatened to engulf black America. Baldwin brought
along some friends, including playwright Lorraine Hansberry, psychologist
Kenneth Clark, and a valiant activist, Jerome Smith. It was Smith's
relentless, unfiltered fury that set Kennedy on his heels, reducing him to
sullen silence.
Kennedy walked away from the nearly three-hour meeting angry – that
the black folk assembled didn't understand politics, and that they weren't
as easy to talk to as Martin Luther King. But especially that they were
more interested in witness than policy. But Kennedy's anger quickly gave way to empathy, especially for
Smith. "I guess if I were in his shoes...I might feel differently about this country." Kennedy set about
changing policy – the meeting having transformed his thinking in fundamental ways.

There was more: every big argument about race that persists to this day got a hearing in that room.
Smith declaring that he'd never fight for his country given its racist tendencies, and Kennedy being
appalled at such lack of patriotism, tracks the disdain for black dissent in our own time. His belief that
black folk were ungrateful for the Kennedys' efforts to make things better shows up in our day as the
charge that black folk wallow in the politics of ingratitude and victimhood.
The contributions of black queer folk to racial progress still cause a stir. BLM has been accused of
harboring a covert queer agenda. The immigrant experience, like that of Kennedy – versus the racial
experience of Baldwin – is a cudgel to excoriate black folk for lacking hustle and ingenuity. The
questioning of whether folk who are interracially partnered can authentically communicate black

interests persists. And we grapple still with the responsibility of black intellectuals and artists to bring
about social change.
What Truth Sounds Like exists at the tense intersection of the conflict between politics and prophecy –
of whether we embrace political resolution or moral redemption to fix our fractured racial landscape.
The future of race and democracy hang in the balance.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3619327

The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and the Making of
Modern Urban America by Khalil Gibran Muhammad
Chronicling the emergence of deeply embedded notions of black
people as a dangerous race of criminals by explicit contrast to workingclass whites and European immigrants, this fascinating book reveals the
influence such ideas have had on urban development and social
policies.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2741789
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/3377229

Slavery by Another Name: The Re-Enslavement of Black Americans
from the Civil War to World War II by Douglas A. Blackmon
In this groundbreaking historical expose, Douglas A. Blackmon brings to
light one of the most shameful chapters in American history—an "Age
of Neoslavery" that thrived from the aftermath of the Civil War
through the dawn of World War II.
Using a vast record of original documents and personal narratives,
Douglas A. Blackmon unearths the lost stories of slaves and their
descendants who journeyed into freedom after the Emancipation
Proclamation and then back into the shadow of involuntary servitude
shortly thereafter. By turns moving, sobering, and shocking, this
unprecedented account reveals the stories of those who fought
unsuccessfully against the re-emergence of human labor trafficking, the companies that profited most
from neoslavery, and the insidious legacy of racism that reverberates today.
CSU Link: http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2269018
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/148203

The Promise and the Dream: The Untold Story of Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy by David Margolick
With vision and political savvy, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert F.
Kennedy set the United States on a path toward fulfilling its
promise of liberty and justice for all. In The Promise and the Dream,
Margolick examines their unique bond, both in life and in their
tragic assassinations, just sixty-two days apart in 1968. Through
original interviews, oral histories, FBI files, and previously untapped
contemporaneous accounts, Margolick offers a revealing portrait of
these two men and the mutual assistance, awkwardness,
antagonism, and admiration that existed between them.
MLK and RFK cut distinct but converging paths toward lasting
change. Even when they weren't interacting directly, they
monitored and learned from one another. Their joint story, a story
each man took pains to hide during their lives, is not just gripping history but a window into the
challenges we continue to face in America.
Complemented by award-winning historian Douglas Brinkley's foreword and more than eighty revealing
photos by the foremost photojournalists of the period, The Promise and the Dream offers a compelling
look at one of the most consequential but misunderstood relationships in our nation's history.
CPL Link: https://clevnet.overdrive.com/media/4712585

The above summaries originated from one of the following: Amazon, Cleveland Public Library, or
Cleveland State University Library.

