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I-983 Form Completion Guide: 24-Month STEM OPT Extension 

Before applying to USCIS for a STEM OPT extension, a STEM OPT student must download, complete, sign and 
submit the Form I-983 to their DSO. The STEM OPT student and their prospective employer must work together to 
complete this form. STEM OPT students and their employers are subject to the terms of the 24-month STEM OPT 
extension regulations and Form I-983 instructions, effective as of the start date requested for STEM OPT, as 
indicated on the form. 

Students are responsible for facilitating the completion of this form, submitting it with their STEM OPT application 
and returning it to their DSO, who will keep it in the student’s record. DHS maintains the discretion to request and 
review all documentation for eligibility concerns. 

The STEM OPT student must complete Section 1 of the Form I-983 and work with their prospective employer to 
complete Sections 2-6. For more information about these sections, please visit the Employers and the Form I-983 
resource page. 

Important Advice:  

1. Type your I-983 
• Use the fillable PDF I-983 on the USCIS website to type in your answers. 
• Typing helps prevent unclear handwriting from causing errors  

2. Sign your I-983 in black ink 
• Typed signatures are not acceptable. The government will reject and return I-983s that are not 

signed.  
3. Upload the I-983 with the STEM OPT application 

• This will be kept at Cleveland State  
• Will only be released to the U.S. Government it they request it.  

We recommend that you print or save a copy of your completed application to review in the future 
and for your records. 

mailto:intlcenter@csuohio.edu
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/I-983.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/i983Instructions.pdf
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/employers-and-the-form-i-983
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/employers-and-the-form-i-983
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