
GSRA Evaluation Criteria 

1. Intellectual merit (30 points maximum).  Quality of the proposed research, justification for 

funding, clarity of goals, and overall significance. 

2. Student Credentials (30 points maximum). Expertise, experience, and capability to carry out 

the proposed work. 

3. Budget (15 points maximum). Appropriateness, justification and alignment with the project. 

4. Letter of Support from Mentor/Research Advisor (25 points maximum). Strength and 

relevance of mentor’s endorsement. Acknowledgement of Advisor that they are responsible for 

the proposed project’s budget. Endorsement letter should address: 1) the date (or anticipated 

date) of the doctoral candidacy exam or master’s degree completion, 2) the applicant’s 

credentials, 3) the significance of the proposed research and its benefit to CSU, 4) the likelihood 

of successful completion of the proposed research, and 5) that the requested budget is 

appropriate for the project, funds will be used on time, and no major deviations from the 

approved budget are expected. 

 


