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i n  C S U  d p t  p r o g r a m  a d m i s s i o n s  

Welcome to the second edition of our college newsletter, The Honor Roll.  The 
newsletter is designed to highlight student accomplishments and major events 

in the life of the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Honors College.   
 

As this newsletter goes to print, I am delighted to announce a major milestone 
in the life of the Mandel Honors College.  We have just received a grant of 3.5    

million from the Mandel Foundation to help fund the creation of a pipeline      
program between the Mandel Scholars Academy at Cuyahoga Community    

College and the Mandel Honors College at Cleveland State!  This program will 
create a pathway for high-achieving students at Tri-C to make the transition to 

CSU, receive the benefits of the Mandel Honors College's rigorous academic 
preparation, and graduate with distinction.  We are excited to partner with our colleagues at Tri-C to 

build this unique program that will create a national model in honors education. 
 

- Dean Elizabeth A. Lehfeldt 

Cleveland State University offers 

a three-year Doctorate of  
Physical Therapy (DPT)  

program that consists of nine 
semesters. Nearly 200  

undergraduate students apply 
for the program, but the  

program only accepts  

approximately forty  
students. CSU bases their  

acceptance criteria on  
cumulative GPA and  

Graduate Record Exam (GRE) 
score. Shadowing hours are not 

required but are recommended 
for personal benefit. Students 

will  experience both in-class  
instruction as well as clinical  

opportunities. Students are 
required to complete forty-one 

weeks of clinical education in a 
facility off campus. The majority 

of the clinical hours are full time 
clinical practice courses. The 

students also volunteer in the 
community through free clinic 

involvement. Taylor Santelle, 
John DeMarco, Trevor Foster, 

and Lorenzo Bianco were  
accepted into the CSU’s DPT 

program for the class of 2020. 

Taylor will graduate at the end of 

the 2017 spring  semester with 
there undergraduate degree in 

Health Sciences – Pre-Physical 
Therapy.  

John, Trevor, and Lorenzo will 
graduate at the end of the 2017 

fall semester with the same 

undergraduate degree. All four 
students have excelled in their 

undergraduate studies and are 
excited for the opportunities the 

future holds as physical  
therapists. 
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By: Amanda Kalain 
Honors college students Discovering New Worlds 
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In Fall of 2012 I was running cross  

country at CSU when two of my  

teammates and I decided that we  

wanted to go on a missions trip. We did 

our research and 

found Solid Rock  

International in the 

Dominican Republic, 

whose main focus is 

showing the people 

the love of Jesus by 

serving them  

medically. We emailed 

them and asked them 

to join a trip. In  

January 2013 I went 

on my first missions 

trip to the Dominican 

Republic, and that 

week completely 

changed my life. It 

blew my mind how 

joyful the Dominican 

people were when 

they had so much less 

than I did. We served 

people by setting up 

clinics in the  

barrios, which are their neighborhoods. I 

never saw so much poverty before, but I 

also never saw so much joy and  

thankfulness before. I left home from 

that trip wanting to help people more, 

and I made the decision to go to nursing 

school. When we got back we told the 

nursing school about our trip, and they 

decided to start sending students there 

in spring of 2013. Two years later in 

January 2015 I was able to go back to 

the Dominican Republic, the place I fell 

in love with nursing and missions. I was 

able to serve the people once again, 

leaving more thankful than I had come. 

This spurred me onto taking another 

missions trip to Chad, Africa, the poorest 

country in the world. I was able to spend 

2 weeks there exploring what could be 

done with health care there 

in regards to missions. After 

that I spent 2 months in 

Atlanta, Georgia  

participating in an  

intercultural training  

program while immersing 

myself in the refugee  

population. Last summer, 

2016, I was able to return 

to the place that gave me 

the love for missions. This 

was the  first time I traveled 

with the School of Nursing. 

It was a different trip this 

time because I knew it 

might be the last time, as I 

am getting married after I 

graduate this year. I cannot 

be more thankful for the 

Dominican Republic and 

Solid Rock international for 

how they shaped my view 

on healthcare, nursing and missions. To 

be able to learn to care for all and to love 

all was a privilege, and the greatest of 

lessons. I am looking forward to living 

out this lesson as I begin my nursing 

career after graduation in May. 

Maria Beach - presented her NUR 312H poster at a Kent State University Conference. 

 

Daniel Busher Betancourt - published his NUR 200 paper in the Downtown Review (peer-reviewed  

journal of the Honor's College), presented at the Choose Ohio First conference 

in Columbus last year and volunteered with SNA in the Dominican this past 

summer. 

  

Katelyn Jones - will be presenting her NUR 312H poster at the upcoming  

Biennial Sigma Theta Tau Conference in October 2017. 

 

Amanda Kalain - volunteered with SNA in the Dominican this past summer. 

(story above) 



Lina’s Life 
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This year has been the busiest, most stressful, sleepless year of my 

college career. However, this year is the one that has given me the 
most of my memories that I will cherish for a lifetime. This year has 

opened doors for me, allowed me to grow, and to make a difference 
on campus. This year I won the title of the “Proudest Viking” among 

all of CSU. And this is 

why..  

This year is my senior year 

of college and on top of 
being a full time Honors 

student while pursuing a 
major in Speech Language 

Pathology, I have 3 jobs on 
campus that require my 

full attention.  

I have been on the       
Executive Board of      

Campus Activities Board 
for the past two years. And 

this year has been the 
most exciting one! For the first time this year, Homecoming Student 

Committee has been assigned to be under the Pride and Spirit chair 
of CAB. And that is the chair that I have held the whole year. I spent 

my entire summer running meetings and attending meetings to plan 
the most exciting week on campus! I had a committee under me that 

I got to oversee and guide as we planned Homecoming for our     

campus. That role opened up numerous doors of endless              
opportunities for me and helped me to realize my leadership        

potential. I would not trade that experience for anything!  

Another exciting activity that I am involved in is that I am a Pink 

Gloves Boxing instructor at the Rec Center. I have been an instructor 
there for two years now and I teach lessons twice a week. The      

lessons are meant to boost self-confidence in women, teach self-
defense, as well as improve overall self-esteem. That environment is 

one of my favorite. Feeling the support that comes from each of the 

participants geared towards each other is 

absolutely unreal and uplifting. Additionally, 
Pink Gloves Boxing head coaches have 

asked me to become one of them! I have 
been traveling a few weekends out of this 

past year to complete my training and be-

come a head coach myself!  

My main passion that I have had for a while 

now is Young Life. Young Life is a             
non-denominational organization that    

focuses on reaching our peers that may 
have questions about faith and life. This 

past year I, along with a few friends, started 
Young Life College on our campus. Ever 

since September, we have been meeting 
weekly for Bible studies and devotionals. We 

have been growing and increasing in numbers, because people have 

been coming around to be a part of this healthy, supportive,         
encouraging, 

Christian         
community. This 

group has given 
me the most   

support       
throughout the 

year. I know that 
when things get 

tough for me, I can 
always ask them 

for prayer and that 
has made all the 

difference.  

Another 
huge     

blessing in 
my life this 

year has 
been my job at the 

Jack, Joseph and 
Morton Mandel 

Honors College. 
This is a job environment that I love to be a part of. There has never 

been a day where I dreaded coming to work. I always come in with a 
bright smile on my face ready to work and to seize the day! I definitely 

feel lucky to have this job, in my opinion this is the best job on     
campus! Coming here allows me to focus on my tasks here and leave 

all the worries behind. 

Overall, this year has been unforgettable. I fully submerged myself in 
the CSU culture and I take pride in everything that I put my mind and 

heart to. I have to say, that without the supporting Honors              
community, I would not be where I am. Many of my friends are also in 

the Honors College and all have the same mentality and work ethic, 
together we uplift and encourage one another. I would not trade 

these years of my life for anything!  

“I fully submerged 

myself in the 

CSU culture and 

I take pride in 

everything that I 

put my mind and 

heart to. ” 

By: Lina Billings 
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Emily Edwards, Scholars Student  

Major: Biology & Health Sciences 

(Pre-Medicine) 

Graduate: May 2017  

Post- Graduation Plans: I will 

attend Kent State University  

College of Podiatric Medicine in 

July 2017.  

Over the last three months, I have been 

able participate in a few academic and 

volunteer  experiences. Each of  these       

experiences have been eye-opening 

and very beneficial to me. I have  

enjoyed each one   because they all 

have impacted my life. These  

opportunities to travel and experience 

new ideas and places were doable 

because of my involvement at  

Cleveland State University.  

In January, I attended the  Society for 

Integrative and   Comparative Biology 

(SICB) Conference in New Orleans, 

Louisiana. The conference included 

many participants from all over the 

world. There were many sessions 

that had talk presentations as well 

as multiple poster presentations. I 

presented my research, which I  

conducted during summer 2016 in 

Dr. Anne Su’s lab.  My research  

consisted of standardizing fossils of 

the third metacarpals of three  

extinct horse species from micro-CT 

scans. The overall goal of this  

project is to be able to find a  

relationship between the fossil bone 

thickness and the type of land the 

horses once lived on. I would like to 

thank the Honors College and the 

College of Science and Health  

Professions for awarding grants to 

help fund the trip.  

I attended the American Medical 

Student Association (AMSA)  

National Conference in Washington 

D.C. in February. This 

event was an enriching 

event that I am very  

happy to have had the 

chance to attend. I met 

other Pre- Medicine  

students, as well as  

medical students who all 

have the same goal as 

me. There were different 

sessions to attend  

including suturing clinic, 

residency information, 

and interviewing tips. 

There was also a trade 

show that had test prep 

vendors, textbook  

publishing companies, 

and medical school  

representatives. I have 

been a member of the 

CSU executive board for 

four years, which I  

currently serve as  

President. My attendance at the AMSA 

National Conference was an excellent 

way to conclude my leadership  

participation on the CSU AMSA        

executive board.    

During spring break 2017, I was  

fortunate for the opportunity to  

volunteer with Habitat for Humanity in 

Santa Fe, New Mexico. I traveled with 

fourteen students from CSU, who  

belong to Viking Expeditions. We 

worked on two houses over the course 

of four days. In the one house, we 

sheet rocked (dry walled) almost the 

whole house. In the other house, we 

finished putting up the framing of the 

house, as well as putting up walls. We 

also helped lay concrete for the patios, 

as well as the foundation for the adobe 

wall. This project allowed me to use a 

variety of tools and work with many 

different people, including: VE  

members, Habitat for Humanity  

volunteers, and the family that will 

receive the one house. I was also able 

to volunteer at Habitat for Humanity 

ReStore, which allowed me to sort  

donated materials for the public to 

purchase. It was an incredible  

experience from the volunteering to the 

hiking adventures. I am so blessed to 

have had this opportunity to make a 

difference in other people’s lives.  

Student Spotlight 



A reflection of my time at CSU 
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By: Jordyn Stoll 

 

“C-S-U, C-S-yeah! Cleveland 

State is dynamic and full of              

opportunities, you just have to 

seek them out (and         

sometimes look reallllly hard) 

to make the most of them.”  

That is precisely 

what I have strived to do   

during my three years at the 

university. Coming into   

Cleveland State with most of 

my gen eds completed due to 

PSEO credits, my goal was to learn and grow as much as I possibly 

could, not just receive a degree. As an Environmental  Science and 

Biology double major, I have had the opportunity to learn from a 

marvelous Biological, Geological and Environmental Sciences 

(BGES) faculty and take challenging, yet exciting classes such as 

wetland and stream ecology at the graduate level. I’ve sought out 

educational opportunities that most students do not even know 

exist, such as cross enrolling at Case Western Reserve to take an 

Ichthyology (fish) course, while still only paying CSU tuition (that’s a 

great deal!!). Due to my position in the Scholar’s Program in the 

Mandel Honors College, I’ve received funding to attend numerous 

conferences such as WEFTEC, a national water  conference. I’ve 

also received support to attend conferences through the BGES   

department, including the Green Conference at Holden Arboretum. 

These opportunities did not have giant, flashing pointers aimed at 

them. A professor or mentor may have hinted at them, but I had to 

seek them out for myself. I  

believe this type of system 

builds character, but isn’t ideal 

for typical students, for many 

people miss out on these     

opportunities.  

The Student Environmental 

Movement is my primary     

organization on campus that I      

volunteer for. We have               

accomplished countless goals 

from picking up hundreds of 

pounds of trash from beaches, 

to  implementing a large scale pollinator garden on campus. If you 

want to feel like you can make a change for something you are      

passionate about, join an organization and dedicate a portion of 

your free time to it. It is very rewarding to    reflect and realize how 

the collection of small endeavors over time accumulate to a huge 

success; to something you can be proud of. As I move forward to 

pursue a Ph.D. in Aquatic Ecology at Kent State University, I will 

certainly seek out an  organization there to  volunteer my time.   

To all faculty and staff reading this: Thank you, I truly 

could not have done it without you. You are CSU’s greatest 

treasure and without the valuable knowledge that you pass on 

and the time and effort you dedicate to students, there would 

not be a CSU. Thank you for pointing me in the right direction, 

for hinting at the hidden opportunities at CSU, and for          

encouraging me to strive for my full potential.  

Last June, CSU recognized Third Federal Savings & Loan with the George S. Dively Award for its 
outstanding commitment to the Slavic Village neighborhood, especially through its Broadway   

P-16 Initiative. This pre-birth-to-career      network seeks to improve literacy and educational 
attainment for community residents by comprehensively addressing common barriers to success. The Dively Community Development 

Internship is part-and-parcel to this recognition.  
 

My primary role as a Dively intern placed with Broadway Slavic Village MyCom/P-16 is to collect and analyze quantitative and qualitative 
data to determine what we’ve accomplished over the past three years, and where our focus should be for the next three.  

 
While crunching numbers from large data sets seems neutralized from the excitement of community revitalization, my role can be        

reframed as that of a storyteller: I’m here to communicate the public value of P-16 to community partners, funders, and ourselves. Part of 
that requires capturing in personal detail the experiences of students and families within our network – a process that allows resident 

feedback to align our work with real (instead of perceived) community needs.  
 

I’m also given a seat at the tables around which community problem solvers gather to tackle the pervasive issues – like gun violence, lead 
abatement, food insecurity – that interfere with a child’s success in school and the wellness of the overall community.  

 
The Dively internship has been an incredible opportunity to apply classroom theory to practice; experience the challenges and triumphs of 

coordinating a community-wide initiative between the nonprofit, private, and public sectors; and to witness how Cleveland’s “Renaissance” 
does – and doesn’t – extend to its neighborhoods. Understanding how we can engage in community development efforts equitably is key 

to breaking down the oft-proved reality that an individual’s wellbeing and success are tied to their zip code – and with the experiences I’ve 
gathered from my time in Slavic Village, I intend to maintain this course through a career in public service.  

By: Marissa Pappas George S. Dively Award 



- 
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By: John DeMarco 

 

This year contained my heaviest course

-load and the most involvement I have 
had in my time here at Cleveland State. 

Despite the challenges, I have enjoyed 
much success and happiness  

throughout this academic term. Now, 
as a senior, I am one of the “old-

timers” on campus. I often find myself 
looking back at my journey and where 

it has taken me so far. I would like to 
share my hopefully inspirational and 

maybe interesting journey with you.  
I started off my Viking-

experience as a camper (and later two-
time counselor) at Camp Vike. I came 

as a thick-shelled and shy freshman, 
but left as an outgoing determined 

Viking. I met key leaders that I looked 
up to, and they put me onto the path of 

success along with involvement. 
I started off this involvement 

in the Student Alumni Association (now 
1964 Society). I met some of my     

closest and most influential friends 
through this organization. I am        

eternally grateful for everything they 
were able to provide me. I later rose to 

the position of a Presidential Student 

Ambassador within that organization.  
Later on, I joined and fell in 

love with the Campus Activities Board 
(CAB). The organization’s commitment 

to the students, each other, and to 
having fun was contagious. I became 

the Viking Ventures Executive Chair in 
which I planned over 20 off-campus 

events. Currently, I am seated as the 
President of CAB. I realize now the 

amount of work it takes to be involved. 
I really gained a respect for student 

leaders and staff around campus. I am 

humbled by the shear amount of    
opportunities and open doors I have 

had the chance to partake in. With my 
position as President of CAB, I have 

had many rewarding experiences with 
the various departments and          

organizations on CSU's campus. 
More recently, I helped find 

the Pre-Physical Therapy Association as 
well as being a founding member of 

Young Life 
College. I have 

joined the 
Men's Club 

Volleyball 
Team on   

campus, and 
am headed to 

Missouri for 
Club Nationals. 

I also do work 
as an         

Undergraduate 
Physical    

Therapy     
Research  

Assistant. 

These smaller 
commitments 

are the icing 
on the cake. 

They really 
have provided 

me much joy 
and            

experience to take with me in the   
future. 

 I currently live downtown and 
love it down here in the Mistake Jewel 

on the Lake. I have trained for two  

marathons and a half marathon by 
running around the city I call home.  

Surprisingly, I am still in my quest to 
expand my involvement to new areas 

and plan to stay an "engaged" student. 
I have goals to be the Student Trustee 

on the CSU Board of Trustees and to 
continue my involvement around    

campus. My long term goal is to be a 
"Viking for Life." This journey has been 

wonderful. I hope it never ends. I    
encourage anyone reading this to take 

those first and maybe frightful steps 
towards a journey of your own. 

John’s Journey  
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 Degree/Year of     

Graduation as well as any 
certificates and awards that 

you may have received 
 

I received a Bachelor of Arts 
with honors in Religious 

Studies as well as majors in 
Philosophy and Classical & 

Medieval Studies along with 
a certificate in bioethics in 

the Spring of 2014. I     
received a Master of Arts in 

Philosophy with a           
concentration in bioethics 

as well as a certificate in 
advanced study in bioethics 

in the Spring of 2016. 
 

 What have you been 

doing since graduation? 
 

Since graduation I have accepted work as an adjunct faculty     
member in the department of Philosophy and Comparative Religion 

teaching introductory courses in religious studies. I have also      

accepted part time work as an auxiliary police officer for the Village 
of Walton Hills. I have continued my work as one of the managing 

editors of The Downtown Review which is the interdisciplinary,    
undergraduate academic journal of Cleveland State University’s 

Honors College. I have also continued my work on University       
Hospitals’ ethics committee as a community member hearing and 

deliberating on ethical issues as they arise in the clinical setting; I 
am also a member of the PWP (patients without proxies)              

subcommittee which makes care decisions for patients without  
competency to make their own or without proxies to speak for them. 

 
Aside from work, I have been doing some traveling across the United 

States and abroad and I recently began acting at a community   
theatre; my first play will show at the end of April 2017! I have also 

recently been accepted to King’s College London for their MSc in 
Bioethics and Society and am currently attempting to raise funds for 

that endeavor. 
 

 Is your chosen field what you expected as an undergrad? 

 
Yes, I expected to be working in academia in some capacity when I 

was an undergraduate and graduate student. I haven’t been       
disappointed. I have found teaching to be an incredibly rewarding 

experience and, thus far, my students have been exceedingly     
receptive and active in the classroom. 

 

 How did the Honors Program help prepare you for success? 

 
The Honors Program was instrumental in helping me believe in   

myself and in my ability to excel in my academic studies as well as in 
my ability to pursue other interests. It allowed me to network with 

fascinating and driven students and educators, many of whom I am 
still in contact with today. The rigorous curriculum also helped me to 

challenge myself in ways I may not have if I hadn’t been a member 
of the Program. 

 

 What is your dream job? 

 

That’s a very good question. It is probably obvious from my          
academic history that my interests are varied. My career interests 

are just as varied. I love the academic environment and could easily 
see myself working in academia either in the disciplines of bioethics 

or comparative religion (or a combination of the two). My research 
interests in bioethics include the ethics of artificial wombs and   

human enhancement technologies and I could just as easily see 
myself working as an ethicist related to those fields. I have recently 

been interested in working in some capacity with the United Nations, 
specifically in the World Health Organization with a focus on global 

health and ethics. To be completely honest, I take advantage of 
opportunities as they arise. 

 

 Do you have any advice for current Honors or Scholars         

Students? 

 
Get involved with as many activities and programs as you can and 

meet as many people as possible. If there isn’t an activity or       
program you are interested in, then make one. Many of the things I 

did as an undergraduate and many of the organizations I found  

myself in I did so on my own initiative. Being a member of UH’s   
ethics committee was not a part of the bioethics program at CSU. 

However, I was interested in it so I asked if I could attend some 
meetings and, before I knew it, I was a member. Being an Honors or 

Scholars student gives you some unique advantages and            
opportunities to cater your education to your interests. 

 

 Where do you see yourself in 5 years? 

 

If I get the funding for King’s College London, then the MSc will be a 
one year program. After that, I will most likely pursue doctoral stud-

ies in some capacity in bioethics and/or comparative religion either 
in the United Kingdom or the United States—however, I’m also open 

to pursuing a J.D. in healthcare policy and legislation concurrently 
with a PhD if I can find a conducive program and location. So, in five 

years I hope to be in the final years of my doctoral work and prepar-
ing for a career. If I can pick one that is. Or maybe I’ll just make up 

my own. 

Alumni Spotlight: Interview with Sean McCormick 



The mission of the Jack, Joseph & Morton Mandel 

Honors College is to provide an academically  

challenging  curriculum and leadership training for 

high-achieving students. An honors education is a 

privilege, but also a responsibility, and so we also 

encourage leadership  development among our 

students. Through our Honors College               

Ambassadors program and other opportunities we 

encourage our students to be engaged citizens of 

the College and the larger Cleveland State      

Community.  

T H E  J A C K , J O S E P H  

&  M O R T O N  

M A N D E L  H O N O R S  

Phone: 216.687.5559 

Fax: 216.687.5552 

Campus Location: 

1899 E. 22nd Street 

Main Classroom Rm. 106 

Cleveland, OH 44115 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8am - 5pm 

MANDEL HONORS COLLEGE  

IS ON THE WEB! 

If you know of a Mandel Honors College student that has engaged the CSU community 

in an exceptional way, won an award/scholarship, presented at a conference, studied 

abroad, etc. and would like them featured in our next newsletter, please contact the 

Mandel Honors College at: 

 honors.program@csuohio.edu 

http://www.csuohio.edu/honors/

