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    GRADUATE COUNCIL 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of Meeting Held December 5, 2017 

 

Present: Dean Sridhar, Associate Dean Schultheiss, Professors Deng, Kothapalli, Richter,  

Adluri, Kostandy, McLennan, Ekelman, Hatch, Krebs, Library representative 

Diane Kolosionek 

 

Absent/Excused: Professors Arndt, Sparks, Hansman, Falk, Kosteas, Francis, Shukla, Kaufman, 

Registrar Neal 

 

Guests: Professors Karla Hamlen, Julia Phillips, Lih-Ching Wang, and Joseph Mead 

 

Dean Sridhar called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.   

 

Dr. Sridhar announced that there were ballots available for the two sabbatical replacements for the 

College of Science and ballots to mark availability for setting Spring Council meeting dates.  All were 

encouraged to turn these in before leaving the meeting. 

 

1. Approve Agenda – The meeting Agenda was approved. 

 

2. Approve minutes – November 8, 2017 

 A motion was made, seconded and the minutes were approved with one abstention. 

 

3. New Business  

 Curriculog proposals – there are several proposals that are related so Dr. Sridhar 

will be grouping some of them for easier discussion.   

i. The first discussion involved the 1) Data-Based Decision Making 

Advanced Certificate revisions, 2) the Educational Research & 

Assessment, M.Ed. revisions and 3) the Urban Education Ph.D. revisions. 

 EDB 701-704-711 are currently being proposed to reduce from 4 

credits to 3 credits.  This is having a domino effect on the 

programs. 

  There are also catalog corrections to be made and ‘unofficial’ 

course substitution changes added to the catalog to make what 

students are already taking to be officially listed in the catalog. 

 Three Urban Education Ph.D. specializations will be reducing core 

credits. 

 A motion to approve the three proposals was made and 

seconded, all passed unanimously. 
ii. The second grouping is 1) Foreign Language Education, Chinese (with 

licensure), M.Ed. revisions and 2) the Urban Secondary Teaching 

(licensure, adolescent/young adult  7-12 or multi-age in Spanish, M.Ed. 

revisions. 
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 These revisions are due to ETE 565 (4 credits) being replaced with 

ETE 570 (3 credits).  This reduces total credits for each program. 

 A motion was to approve both proposals, which passed 

unanimously. 
iii. Supervision, M.Ed. 

 This proposal is to make the program dormant.  There are no 

students in the program.  It was a track in an inactive program and 

this is to clean up the listings.   

 The several education programs being made dormant over the last 

few years are due to state changes no longer requiring certain 

criteria, therefore students do not enroll in the programs. 

 A motion was made to approve this dormancy, which passed 

unanimously. 
iv. Applied Predictive Modeling Graduate Certificate revisions 

 This proposal is removing courses for the certificate and adding 

other courses to choose.  Minimum total credits remains the same. 

 A motion was made to approve the revisions, which passed 

unanimously. 
v. School Counseling, M.Ed. revisions 

 The revisions are prompted by course changes to CNS 680 and 

CNS 685, and adding a new course CNS 681. 

 CNS 680 had been taken by students in two programs, School 

Counseling and Clinical Mental Health Counseling.  The creation 

of CNS 681 will provide for a separate course that will focus on 

the individual programs. 

 A Council member asked if the proposal is approved, but later the 

individual courses are not approved, what will happen?  The 

courses were actually sent back to the originator to add grading 

scales.  Dr. Sridhar asked for a motion to first approve CNS 680 

and CNS 681 with grading scales on their return to our Curriculog 

step.  A motion to approve the courses (with the grading scale 

added) was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 Following that action, a motion to approve the proposal 

revisions for the School Counseling, M.Ed. was made, 

seconded, and approved unanimously. 
vi. Nonprofit Administration & Leadership, MNAL revisions 

 This program is removing a course (UST 510) from the core and 

adding it to the electives section.  UST 671 is being added to the 

core list.  This change will reduce the required number of core 

credits and reduce total credits to the degree.  These changes will 

better align with other programs and follows the accrediting body’s 

recommendations. 

 A motion to approve the MNAL program revisions was made, 

seconded, and approved unanimously. 
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vii. Doctor of Engineering Full Proposal 

 The department is changing the Doctor of Engineering degree to a 

Ph.D. in Engineering with five specializations.  This is being 

considered a ‘name change’ only without significant program 

changes because this reflects what the actual practice with students 

has been for years.  Students have always written dissertations. 

 Originally the Doctor of Engineering had been considered a 

professional doctorate degree, not a research degree.  But 

functionally, students have completed the degree as a “research 

doctorate.”  Therefore, it is a benefit to the students to have the 

degree designation be a Ph.D. in Engineering. 

 Dr. Sridhar questioned a section of the proposal that indicates an 

increase of tenure-track faculty resources by Fall 2022 of ten 

additional positions.  Dr. Kothapalli mentioned this will also 

include replacements for retirements.  The proposal does not 

include a confirmation from the Provost.   

 Council members felt that the wording should be adjusted to be 

less specific with numbers.  It was suggested that the wording be 

changed to include what has already been and is occurring in the 

College of Engineering to show the University investment has 

been there and will continue to be there but without using specific 

numbers and future dates.  The proposal will be sent back for 

revisions and returned to the Graduate Council step. 

 A motion was made to approve the Doctor of Engineering full 

proposal with the requested revisions.  The motion was 

seconded and approved unanimously. 
viii. Graduate courses in Curriculog 

 Three courses were returned to the department in order to add a 

grading scale. 

 A Council member expressed a concern for CNS 506 and the 

rationale for adding this new course.  It was felt that Council could 

benefit from Dr. Ingersoll attending the next meeting to discuss 

this course and answer questions. 

 Dr. Sridhar quickly mentioned the other ‘new’ courses, ECN 535, 

HED 589 and PED 571 for review.  PED 571 is cross-listed with a 

400-level course and a Council member questioned the notation on 

the syllabi for the undergrad/grad difference in assignments. 

 Dr. Sridhar brought up the subject of cross-listings and whether a 

statement should be sent to Colleges asking for their general 

guidelines for cross-listed undergrad/grad courses.  Discussion 

ensued.  Recommendations can be made moving forward for 

additional distinctions between undergrad/grad cross listings. 

 A motion was made to approve the courses with the exception 

of CNS 506 Introduction to Art therapy in Counseling, which 

was seconded, and passed unanimously. 
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4. Continuing Business 
 Research Council & Graduate Council representatives  

i. The issue of a Graduate Council representative to Research Council 

involved a discussion of Research Council’s changes to their By-Laws.  

Changes are listed on the University Policies page without having gone 

through faculty governance (Faculty Senate).  A vote on this issue has 

been tabled until the next meeting. 

ii. A motion was made to amend the Graduate Faculty By-Laws to 

include a voting graduate student on Graduate Council.  The motion 

was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

5. Graduate Council Representation & Standing Committees – Available reports  

a. Faculty Senate 

 Several positive items were discussed, including Yes to Education 

 Capital funding has been received for several University buildings 

b. University Admissions & Standards  

 Their decision on the grade dispute was completed. 

 The Honors-Urban proposal was returned 

c. University Curriculum Committee  

 Most proposals were approved, a few returned for wording changes 

 There was discussion of the BFA in Media Arts 

d. Graduate Faculty Review Committee 

 The remaining pending faculty applications are put forward for approval.  A 

motion was made to approve the Committee’s recommendations for the 

finished applications, which was seconded and approved unanimously. 
e. Petitions Committee  

 A meeting coming up next week 

f. Grade Dispute Committee – no report 

g. Program Review Committee  

 There is a program review visit in February in which neither Dr. Sridhar nor Dr. 

Schultheiss are available to meet with the external reviewers.  A member of the 

Program Review Committee has volunteered to meet with them.  We also have 

another name as “backup.” 

h. University Research Council  

 Dr. Deng reported that there is $16,000 left for faculty travel awards 

 There is $300,000 for summer undergraduate research awards but few 

applications are coming in.  The deadline is February 1st. 

 The Graduate Student Research Award (GSRA) for doctoral and Master’s 

students notifications will be April 1
st
. 

i. Graduate Student Awards Committee  

 The Committee is reviewing the applications.  The Committee will be meeting 

next week and announcements will be soon. 

 

6. Dean’s Discussion Items 

 The graduation application is now online and the Registrar’s office held training but it 

was poorly attended.  We will have a representative at our Graduate Faculty meeting 

March 1
st
. 

 Because Dr. McLennan will be on sabbatical next semester, we need a new representative 

to UCC.  Dr. Sridhar asked but no one volunteered.  We will do an email request. 
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 A possible discussion item for later is the pending national tax bill.  It is not finalized so 

all are encouraged to contact their representatives-Senators and Congress people. 

 

7. Announcements 

 Dr. Sridhar mentioned the Doctoral Reception on December 13
th
 and asked all to 

encourage their students attending Fall commencement to attend. 

 The graduate faculty meeting is March 1
st
, mark your calendars. 

 

8. Next Meeting:  The next meeting is TBD in spring. 

 

9. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

 


