
 
 
 
 

Graduate Council
Minutes of Meeting Held 

May 4, 2007 
 
Present: Interim Dean Jeffres, William Bailey, Chenchu Bathala, Ron Beebe, Oya Tukel, John Oprea, 

Jill Rudd, Dan Simon, Jose Sola, Chatherine Hansman, Mieko Smith, Glenda Thornton 
 
Guests: Giannina Pianalto, Jeff Dean, Bob Wheeler, Yan Xu, Roland Pourdavood, Dave Anderson, 

Michelle Bowman, Vera Vogelsang-Coombs 
 
Absent/Excused: Bill Bowen, Glenn Goodman, David Forte, Jorge Gatica, Myong-Hun Chang, Karen 

Spector, Chris Mallett 
 
Dean Jeffres opened the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
 
New Business: 
Proposal for a Revision of the PhD in Regulatory Biology: 
Jeff Dean gave a brief description of the proposed revision of the PhD in Regulatory Biology.  Essentially 
the PhD requires a minimum of 90 credits.  The common number of credits for other PhD programs is 60 
credits for students who have their Master’s degree in a related field.  The proposed change would remove 
what many students see as a penalty for completing a masters prior to beginning the PhD, establish a uniform 
policy, and make our program more attractive to students who complete a MS and then decide to go on for a 
PhD.  
 
A motion was made to approve the revision in the required number of credit hours for students with a 
Master’s in a related field to 60.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Proposal for a Museum Studies Track in the MS in Biology: 
Jeff Dean stated that the proposal for a non-thesis Museum Studies Track in the MS in Biology with a 
concentration in Natural History.  This is part of a University wide initiative to strengthen the ties with some 
of the strong museums in the Cleveland area.  The idea is to focus the existing non-thesis program on the set 
of skills needed by the people working in museums would need, especially those working with collections at 
the Natural History Museum, the Art Museum, and other small museums in the area.  What they need is 
exposure to they way you run a museum, fund raising, and additional knowledge.  What this program does is 
give them courses in financial management, a general introduction to running a museum, what is required for 
a natural history museum and allows them to take electives from areas that are relative to their focus and to 
do internships.  A council member asked if this would require any new course-work and any additional costs.  
Dr. Dean responded that there would be one new course that has been approved up through the College of 
Science.  As to additional expenses, if you are adding new courses and trying to offer courses in the Natural 
History relevant areas there will be a need for an additional part-time teachers or additional credits from the 
existing staff.  We benefit from strengthening the ties to the museums.  We hope to pool the people in this 
program with existing students who have an interest say in ornithology and courses that we have not been 
able to offer regularly.  The students will benefit from an approved course offering and our faculty will 
benefit from the ties to the museum people to get them more involved with Cleveland State University.  
Dave Anderson stated that the College of Science supports this proposal.  The new course is 588 Museum 
Studies in Natural History.  They expect between ten and fifteen students in this program.  A question was 
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raised about what course the student would register for the internship.  Dr. Dean stated that it would be the 
Independent Study course.  If Council wanted them to, they could develop specific course for the internship.  
It was suggested that a more explicit course description was needed for this.  Dr. Dean agreed that it would 
look better on the transcript.   
 
Proposal for a Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies from Biology: 
A council member stated that the Certificate in Museum Studies goes along with the Museum Studies Track.  
The proposal states that the following list of courses would essentially constitute an appropriate set of 
requirements.  Are these the requirements or are they still under consideration.  Dr. Dean responded that the 
courses are what are being proposed.  It was determined that the word essentially should be eliminated. 
 
A motion was made to approve both the proposal for a Museum Studies track with a specialization in Natural 
History and the Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies from Biology.  The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved.   
 
Dean Jeffres asked Dr. Dean to forward clean copy with the change requested. 
 
Proposal for a Museum Studies Track in the MA in History: 
Bob Wheeler stated that the Museum Studies Track in the MA in History is different in the focus, which is 
more archival and administrative.  There are few programs in Ohio that deal with the archival processes.  
This track deals more with fund raising and the administrative side.  In that sense, it is unique and there are 
no similar programs within 100 miles.  In general there are students who have completed the general 
program who are working at the Western Reserve Historical Society and one of the recent graduates is 
working in development and she would have benefited from such a track had we had it.  There are no new 
courses.  We have Graduate Internships so there would be no new resources required.  The potential for 
students is unknown.  This would be marketed toward the museums.  They do not expect there to be more 
than five potential new students a year but since there are no additional resources needed this is a good 
blending of the need and the current program.  A council member stated that it looks like the proposal is light 
on History courses.  Dr. Wheeler stated that it is different from the MA in History and is designed to be 
spread across a broader spectrum.  It is much stronger in terms of background in with public history in the 
context in which they will be serving.  Discussion ensued on the concern that a degree in History is being 
awarded with only a few History courses being taken.  Dr. Wheeler responded that this is the same pattern as 
the Social Studies Track.  In essence, these are bother terminal degrees.  Other institutes that offer similar 
programs were looked at and this is typical of the current programs.  Part of this is because of the need for 
administration and fund-raising and then practical on the ground experience with internships.  Since Urban 
Affairs already had these courses, they were accepted. 
 
Proposal for a Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies from History: 
The certificate is for people who are currently employed and would like to increase their skills.  If they 
wanted the Master’s degree, it would take a few extra courses. 
 
A motion was made to approve both the MA in History Museum Studies track and the Graduate Certificate 
in Museum Studies.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.   
 
Proposal for CHM 690/790: 
Yan Xu stated that the Department of Chemistry offers both PhD and Master’s degrees with three tracks in 
each.  Currently there are 16 PhD students and 20 Master’s degree students.  All the PhD tracks and one 
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Master’s track are research based.  Students are required to do research and are required to submit annual 
reports to their Thesis and Dissertation committee.  Currently there is no method to enforce the requirement.  
That is why they are proposing this new course.  It would also serve as accountability for all students 
including those who are doing research on campus and those working at CCF.  It also will serve as an official 
mechanism for feedback.  It will not increase the total credit hour requirement for Graduation.  Dean Jeffres 
stated that he played devil’s advocate in trying to convince them not to do this.  He was convinced of the 
need to try this to make things work out within the program.  A Council member asked if this is included in 
the number of credit hours then do students need to take fewer credit hours in other courses.  Dr. Xu 
responded that it would count toward their Research hours.  A motion was made to approve the new 
CHM690/790 course.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  
 
Proposal for a MEd in C & I: K-12 Education in Foreign Language or Art Specialization: 
Diane Corrigan reported that the MUST Program (Master of Urban Secondary Teaching currently offers 
Licensure and Master’s degrees in the core areas of Math, Science and Social Studies.  The proposal is to 
expand that to Art and Foreign Language.  For Foreign Language we need to offer graduate level courses the 
same as those being offered at the undergraduate level in addition to the core 601 course and a school 
psychology course.  The practicum is being split between elementary and secondary with the School 
Psychology course being offered between them.  Art is a little more difficult since art students do not do a 
practicum.  They have two methods courses.  Each will have thirty hours of field experience.  The MUST 
students stay in the methods courses but instead of doing the field experience associated with those two 
courses they would do a practicum.  There is also the need to add the School Psychology course because it is 
a K-12 Licensure.  A motion was made to approve the Foreign Language and Art Specialization in the Med 
Curriculum & Instruction K-12.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Proposal for a P-6 Mathematics Specialist: 
Roland Pourdavood reported that this program within the existing Curriculum & Instruction Masters degree 
has been requested by teachers to serve a mathematics coaches for improving mathematics test scores in 
Ohio.  The P-6 Mathematics Specialist Endorsement Program is intended to be a post-baccalaureate 
credential.  To be qualified for the endorsement, the participating teachers must have at least three years of 
successful experience in teaching mathematics.  Teachers can go for the endorsement by taking 18 credit 
hours or continue with the Masters and Endorsement, which would be a minimum of 32 credit hours.  A 
motion was made to approve the proposal for a P-6 Mathematics Specialist Endorsement.  The motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Faculty Senate: 
Catherin Hansman reported that the meeting primary dealt with elections.  Three programs were approved,  
the Master of Global Interactions, the Communication Track in Urban Studies and Public Affairs, and the 
4+1 programs in the College of Engineering.  
 
University Admissions and Standards: 
No Report 
 
University Curriculum Committee: 
Mieko Smith reported that the UCC dealt with many undergraduate programs.  The BA/MPA program was 
tabled because it came in late.  The 4+1 guidelines were also tabled and will be discussed more next year. 
Research Council Representative: 
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Dean Jeffres reported that Jill Rudd had to leave to teach.  On Dean Jeffres agenda is to find out what all of 
the colleges are doing to support research.  We are getting support from the Provost to figure out what can be 
done to improve our support for research activities.  We are making changes to help reach out and support 
grant-writing efforts.   
 
Graduate Faculty Review Committee: 
No report. 
 
Old Business: 
Revised Proposal for Conditional Admission: 
Michele Bowman stated that as requested at the last Council meeting, the TOEFL scores have been changed 
to reflect the internet based number that are available.  Students must already have TOEFL scores of 11 and 
a 450 in the paper based test in the four skills, reading, listening, speaking, and writing.  This would place the 
student in the intermediate level, giving them the two-semester entitlement for conditional admission.  
Students can only register for IELP courses.  Student placed in the Advanced level might be permitted to 
take one academic course.  This depends on their proficiency level and collaboration with an academic 
advisor.  A Council member asked what the score would be for the advanced level.  Michele Bowman 
responded that the score would be at the 500 level for paper-based scores and 13 for the new TOEFL.  
Discussion ensued on the credit hours needed for visas and how the IELP courses will fulfill the requirement.  
A motion was made to approve the revised Proposal for Conditional Admission.  The motion was seconded 
and approved unanimously. 
 
Graduate Council Elections and Committee Representatives: 
Dean Jeffres announced the results of the elections.  He distributed the list of nominees for the Graduate 
Council Committees.   
Petitions Committee:  Representatives for Arts & Humanities, Mathematics & Natural Sciences, Social & 
Behavioral Sciences and Urban will be continuing.   Dr. Bailey reported that Ralph Mawdsley from 
Education has expressed an interest in continuing. Chenchu Bathala from Business volunteered and a 
Council member recommended Dan Simon from Engineering.  A motion was made to appoint the three 
volunteers.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Grade Dispute Committee:  Three representatives from Education and one from Urban will be continuing.  
Larry Foster from the Social & Behavioral Sciences, Bob Krebs from Mathematics & Natural Sciences and 
Oyal Tukel from Business were nominated.  A motion was made to approve the appointments.  The motion 
was seconded and unanimously approved.   
 
Graduate Faculty Review Committee:  Continuing are two representatives from Arts & Humanities, one 
representative from Business, two representatives from Education, and one from Urban.  Dan Simon 
withdrew his name.  Hans Richter was nominated for Engineering, Mekki Bayachou and Jacqueline Vitali 
were nominated from Mathematics & Natural Sciences, and Wendy Regoeczi was nominated from the Social 
& Behavioral Sciences.  A motion was made to approve the appointments.  The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved.   
 
Graduate Admissions & Standards:  Continuing are representatives from Arts & Humanities, Business, and 
Engineering.  Nolan Holland was nominated from Engineering, Stella Singer was nominated from Arts & 
Humanities, and Katheryn Maguire was nominated from Social & Behavioral Sciences.  A motion was made 
to approve the appointments.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 
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Announcements and Communications: 
Dean Jeffres asked Council members what they wanted to look at and what they do not want to see.  A 
number of programs have come forward with changes.  MPA has proposed changing the number of required 
courses from 12 to 11.  The MLRHR program has proposed changing the admission score from 950 to 1000 
points.  Do these really need to come before Council?  Do Council members want to be informed or 
approved the proposals.  In the past sometimes Council has looked at the proposals and at other times, they 
did not want to.  Council members determined they did not need to approve any changes that were not 
substantive and that improved the quality of the programs. 
 
Dean Jeffres announced the EFFRD grant criteria will be on the web.  A number of faculty felt they did not 
know what they criteria was.  Beth Cline is the Interim Director of the Office of Research and she heads the 
Research Council.   
 
Electronic Thesis: 
Dean Jeffres reported that the Graduate College is working toward getting electronic submission of Thesis.  
Glenda Thornton reported that Cleveland State University has the OhioLink electronic Journal and one piece 
of this is the electronic Thesis/Dissertation.  We are the last University in Ohio to alter procedures to submit 
materials electronically.  There may be some small bumps along the way but we are 15 years behind the 
curve in doing this.   The Library stands ready to do their part.  If we get whatever needs to be done in terms 
of policies and procedures to make whatever changes need to be made students will get a lot more attention 
from colleagues across the nation.  Dean Jeffres stated that the hope is to get this going in the Fall. 
 
Dr. Bailey asked Council members to approve Dan Simon and Chenchu Bathala to start their appointments 
to the Petitions Committee for the Summer instead of starting in the Fall.  A motion was made to approve the 
early appointments of Dan Simon and Chenchu Bathala for the Summer.  The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved. 
 
Dean Jeffres stated that he feels that the Travel Program is less than successful.  Each College has a different 
strategy for supporting faculty.  Once he gets the information on each college he will tailor the program for 
what it is meant t be.  One is to encourage competitive and judged presentation of scholarship and the other 
is to encourage support of external funding.  He is hoping for a Travel Voucher that could be used any time 
during the year that would essentially be a judgment in advance rather than afterwards.   
 
A motion was made to adjourn the Graduate Council meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved. 
 
(Minutes were approved by Graduate Council on September 27, 2007) 
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