Sponsored by the Center for Teaching Excellence and the Office of Undergraduate Studies: 

Improving Student Achievement in High Enrollment-Low success rate classes:

Supplemental Instruction (SI), and

Structured Learning Assistance (SLA) 

What:
Speakers and breakout sessions on methods successfully used on other campuses to improve student success rates in high-enrollment classes
When: 
Tuesday March 25, 2008: 10am – 2pm (lunch included)

Where: 
MC 101 and 102 
Why: 
A number of high-enrollment classes on campus have relatively low student success rates. Properly implemented, increased academic support should increase student success and thus retention. 

Who:  
Dr. Johanna Dvorak, director of  Tutoring and Academic Resource Center at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee since 1995 

Julie Thatcher, SLA program coordinator at Ferris State University in Michigan. More Details will follow.

RSVP 
 Via email to Glenda Rink (g.rink@csuohio.edu) by March 19 at noon 
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Tentative Schedule

9:45am – 10:00
Coffee and Sign in

10:00am – 10:10 
Welcome (Dr. Mary Jane Saunders)
10:10 – 10:50 
What is SI? How do we know it works? (Dvorak)

10:50 – 11:30 
What is SLA? How do we know it works? (Thatcher)

11:30 – Noon
Faculty Q&A in a panel format, leading into discussion

Noon – 1:00

Lunch

12.30
 

Dr. Carol Philips-Bey on recent use of SI at CSU

1:00 – 1:45 
Breakout sessions: What does one need to know to implement  this approach?

1:45 – 2:00 

Reporting back and steps to implementation at CSU

2.00PM 

Adjourn
Supplemental instruction (SI)

Supplemental Instruction (SI) is an academic assistance program that utilizes peer-assisted study sessions. SI sessions are regularly scheduled, informal review sessions in which students compare notes, discuss readings, develop organizational tools, and predict test items. Students learn how to integrate course content and study skills while working together. The sessions are facilitated by “SI leaders”, students who have previously done well in the course and who attend all class lectures, take notes, and act as model students.

Structured learning assistance (SLA)

Developed at Ferris State University, the SLA system was designed and piloted in 1993. It was established as an academic assistance program to help increase the number of students passing some historically high-risk-for-failure courses, targeting courses rather than students. The SLA program bears some similarities to other supplemental instruction programs, but offers the structure necessary to effectively reach all students, including academically unmotivated and under-prepared students. Thus, SLA works with courses across the curriculum, from developmental to upper division.

For more information about SI and SLA see  www.csuohio.edu/undergraduatestudies
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