Using Screencasting
to Promote Revision
Skills and Writerly
Agency in a First-
Year Writing
Classroom

Melanie Gagich, PhD, First-Year Writing Senior College
Lecturer

Julie Townsend, PhD, First-Year Writing Assistant College
Lecturer




6 full-time lecturers, over 30 part-time
instructors, 4 graduate students

<1 Offer three first-year writing courses: ENG 100
1. (co-req), ENG 101, and ENG 102

The First-
Year Writing
Program at
Glance

A Provide students with 100% open access learning
materials

The curricula is centered in rhetoric and
composition studies

Each course utilizes (and embraces) the Writing
Process

&



Make learning
Engaged objectives clear at the
Learning beginning of the class

with a
Flipped Do most difficult

Classroom / activities in class with
instructor help




What is Screencasting?

» Screencasting is the "digital recording of computer screen output, also known
as a video screen capture or a screen recording, often containing
audio narration” ("Screencast”).

» Popular screencasting tools:
» Screencast-o-matic, Screencastify, and Vimeo
» Panopto and Zoom

» Popular uses:
» Instructor videos/presentations

» Instructor feedback



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Screencast

Literature Review on screen recordings

» Research has focused on how writing instructors can use screen recordings to
deliver more robust feedback (Thompson and Lee, 2012; Seanan Kelly and
Charles Banaszewski, 2018). These studies find the conversational nature of
screen casting makes teacher comments on student writing more accessible
to students than extensive, written comments in the margin of an essay
(Thompson and Lee, 2012, p. 3).

» In another context, Sheu and Fehrmann (2020) studied screen recordings of
undergraduate psychology students who were completing a library research
activity (p. 275). The researchers found that while over half of the students
indicated on the survey that they had found full-text articles, the screen
recordings showed that they did not (p. 277).

» Only more recently have screen recordings been used to get a comprehensive
view of the writing process (Kessler, 2020; Wingate and Harper, 2021).



https://dl.acm.org/doi/fullHtml/10.1145/3302261.3236715

The Writing Process

» Writing is a recursive process

Understand the >

Focus less on the final product and
more on how a student got there

Assignment

Gather Ideas
and form a
\Working Thesis/j
Outline

Receive
Feedback/
Revise if
Needed

» "Embracing writing as a process

The Writing helps apprehensive writers see
Frocess ! that writing is not only about
ProckReac/ - grammatical accuracy or “being a
Final Drat good writer” (Lacy & Gagich).
N\ -~

» BUT...students sometimes resist
revisiting their final drafts because
it is already "done”

“The Writing Process” image was created by Sarah M. Lacy

Figure 1: A screenshot of "The Writing Process” by Sarah Lacy from A Guide to Rhetoric, Genre, and Success in First-Year Writing



https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csu-fyw-rhetoric/chapter/3-1-eng-100-101-writing-process/

Melanie's Pedagogical Question:

How to urge students to engage with
the final steps of the writing process?

Revise Edit



http://hoganhayes.blogspot.com/2016/08/trying-to-describe-writing-ability.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

qAOe(g??E)e'] Ga%] CEhI\'IS(;E':\IOGZ ENG 100, 101, and 102 Revision Video Assignment
an -

s o . What is the assignment?
Revision Video
(e.g., Screencast-o-matic) to demonstrate your revision strategies for each major project

Assignment
in the class. In these videos you will narrate the changes you make to your essays and

» Created in fall 2021 why you are making them. They do not need to be “fancy” rather they should
demonstrate your writing and revision processes.

The Revision Video Assignment asks that you create a video using screencast freeware

» Integrated in all my sections of
ENG 100/101 and 102

What is the purpose of the assignment?

The purpose of this assignment is to help you become a better writer by thinking about
Complete one for each your revision strategies. Again, these videos do not need to be perfect but should show
final pro _] ect you reworking and working through your revision of your essay. Also, | think that

sometimes showing is clearer than only telling, so this provides you an opportunity to
move beyond only creating written responses.

Due on the same day as their
final drafts What are the requirements?

Worth Active Participation points The videos should

e be between 2-5 minutes in length

e include narration (describe what you are doing and why you are doing it)

e include evidence of you making significant (and less significant) changes to your
essay (this should include showing your “version history” in Google Docs and/or
referring to comments made by me and your peers.

e |[f you already completed your revisions/edits, use the “Version History” to
describe what you changed and why you changed it over the course of the
project.

Figure 2. A screenshot of Melanie Gagich's


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZAXtiN6C1oooxHf7O0ndC4H4j4Z9Z47dsxiAXM-kEdY/edit?usp=sharing

Student Example

> C @ docs.google.com/document/d/1UrUshYymT37RObBAgGfqQ1V5b02ThiuLMBDrietsW6g/edit

September 13, 2:09 PM

100% ~

While growing up, I was an introvert. I still am, but I've developed an “approachable
awkwardness” over the years. However, It hasn’t always been that way. When I was 1n grade
school, I wasn’t liked too much and lacked basic social skills. However, I developed an
attachment to online gaming, and developed the ability to properly communicate with people
from many walks of life. Even though I'm now able to communicate rather well in person, I still
find myself in a Playstation chatparty, gaming into the wee hours of the night with a select group
of friends from across the world.

A discourse community is a group of people, who are united for the same purpose, and
share ways of communication, both mode and type. Discourse communities also have their own

"

mec 1 for pr ing arg

and recerving feedback. These methods fall into the

specific ¢ mode of ¢ ation (genre) and 1 used in ¢

(Lexis)(Swales; Melzer). -Knowing this, I would argue that my online gaming group, dubbed

“The Kool-Aid Advocates™ 1s a discourse community. My discourse community consists of five

» 0:26/2:23

Total: 12 edits

~

Version history

Only show named versions
P OEPIEIIULT LU, 12.LY FIVI
@ Pnillip Skipper

THIS MONTH

-

September 15, 1:55 PM

® All anonymous users
@ Phillip Skipper

-

September 15, 12:41 PM
@ Phillip Skipper

» September 13, 2:09 PM

@ Phillip Skipper
® All anonymous users

» September 13,11:59 AM
® Phillip Skipper

» September 10,2:16 PM
® Phillip Skipper

September 10, 2:01 PM
@ Phillip Skipper

Figure 3: A screenshot from a student's revision video, used with the student's permission.

A screenshot
showing the

student using
the "Version

History" feature
on Google Docs
to demonstrate
their revisions
over time



tudent Example

SCREENCAST (@) MATIC

This video was made for free! Create your own

" B B B e O e @i 20 Click on this link to see the
student's revision video:

a Project1 & B &
File Edit Ve

BT

reammate shightly messed up

Squires 2
The community around League qf Lagen Sxample of a Focal discourse
community, due to the fact that it possess & & brluadly agreed sct of commen public goals, a
common lexss unique to the group. and mechanisms of mtercommunication among thexr

members. (Melzes Understanding Discourse Commuities, Swales Reflections on the concept of

a discourse community)

The idea of a Discourse Community comes from Swales, John 1n his book e Concept

of a Discourse Commusiity. John Swales 1s Professor Ementus of Linguistics at Cambndge

Unaversaty. In Swales’ book he mntroduces the 6 charactenstcs of a discourse commuruty
1. A broadty agreedlopon st of comamon poblic geals
2 Mechanssms of sntercommunscation among members
3 Use of these communication mechanisms to provide information

and feedback

4. One or more genres that help further the goals of the discourse community

Figure 4: A screenshot of a student's revisionvideo, used with the student's permission.


https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/crQO0iV6gme

Spring 2022 Student Responses to the Revision Video Assighment
(having completed one for their first major project)

Class and Responses Positive Negative Unsure /
Response Response Unconnected

ENG 100 9 1 2
(12 out of 12 responded)

ENG 102 10 5 4
(19 out of 21 responded)

ENG 102 Web (asynchronous) 15 0 0
(15 out of 19 responded)




Student Responses

"...Personally it was
difficult to fully describe
my thought process
while going through the
essay. Also it felt almost
awkward” (ENG 102)



Takeaways

Benefits

» Reinforces digital literacy skills

» Students can show me what they've
done

» Urges students to revisit their
work

» It's fun to watch their videos!

Challenges

>

Requires some class time to
introduce the assignment/tools

» Students may feel uncomfortable

» Students may not want to revisit

their work

| feel obligated to respond to their
hard work - increases grading time




Julie's ENG
100 Screencasting
assignment




» How to record the screen

» At any point in this process, record your screen for
five minutes, preferably with a computer program

(QuickTime for Mac and press windows key + G to .

record a program in Windows 10). You can also set up What 15 the
your smartphone to face your laptop and record, but |

it might be hard to see the details on the screen like COm pOS] ng
this. If you do not have access to a smartphone with a Process?

camera or a laptop that can screen record, you may
keep a process log, which is a written description of
each action that you do for five minutes while
researching, reading, taking notes, or writing.



https://libguides.rowan.edu/c.php?g=248114&p=4711659
https://www.laptopmag.com/articles/how-to-video-screen-capture-windows-10

What is the
Composing

Process?




What is the
Composing

Process?




Article
Reflection

A\

In what ways did you (or did you not) relate to the
content of the essay?

Could you picture how the authors collected the
data or the kinds of findings they recorded?

What parts of the article were the easiest or most
difficult to understand?

Did you like the article?



Describe what you see in your screen recording
(or process log)

«&

/0 Do you think these actions are typical of your
writing/research/reading process?

9 How did you learn to do these actions?

C Do you think you should improve these processes?
J How? Why or why not?

Process
Reflection

y

g What did you realize from recording your actions
while writing/researching/reading?



Preliminary
Findings

» Students were able to write
more detailed reflections with
the help of the screen recording.

Because this was the first time
requiring a screen recording, |
was worried that it would be
difficult. However, students did
not find the screen recording
overly complicated.




» Perception

How do first-year writing students react to screen recording
assignments? What do students write about their screen recording
experiences? How can instructors use screen recordings in the first-
year writing classroom? In what ways do students perceive screen
recording assignments? Does assignment context affect student
perceptions of screen recording assignments? How do students react
to reading research about screen recording?

» Revision and meta cognition

Did instructors see a connection between screen recordings and
revision strategies? Did students report a connection between screen
recordings and revision strategies? What did students learn from the
screen recording?

» Process and tools

What kinds of applications are students using? How do students
navigate their on-screen sources? How do students tie together
different online applicationsin their writing process?

Potential
Future

Research
Questions
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