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ABSTRACT

Through survey, interview, and policy analysis, this study identified some issues with the K-12
school Chinese language programs sponsored by Hanban in the US. These issues include: (1) the
US government requires Hanban teachers to be from K-12 schools of China but these teachers
are insufficient in China; (2) a teacher’s license is needed to teach in US K-12 schools, but it
costs time and money to obtain the license, putting Hanban teachers into a dilemma of licensure;
(3) by training Hanban teachers are normally weak at one subject area — either Chinese or
English language, and they are commonly not knowledgeable about decent American teaching
philosophy and methodology; and (4) the training hosted by Hanban is off the right track —
classroom management and teaching approaches — to a great degree. It is suggested that Hanban
conduct a good analysis of the relevant US policy actively and make best adjustment to Hanban
practice accordingly; training organizations try hard to achieve best training effect; and Hanban
teachers learn how to teach in American K-12 schools and well adjust themselves to the
American culture.

Keywords: visiting teachers sponsored by Hanban, US K-12 schools, issues, coping
strategies, policy





