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“An oblique conversation with Degas reigns throughout
this collection of oddly heartbreaking pieces. Against the
backdrop of his paintings and sketches, we find ourselves
in an intimate world, coherent but uncanny, where private
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. .| memory becomes inseparable from the culture we hold in

common, and all of it just barely cracked open, riven by interstices through which we
glimpse the vivid but unsayable. White has given us a truly exceptional first collection,
deeply musical and intricately haunting.”

—Cole Swensen, author of Ours and The Book of A Hundred Hands

“1 found myself thinking of Frost as I read these beautifully disturbing poems—*‘The whole
great enterprise of life, of the world, the great enterprise of our race, is our penetration into
matter, deeper and deeper, carrying the spirit deeper into matter.” Allison Benis White does
just that, pulsing between a childlike wonder at the things of this world, and a seemingly
hard-earned self-consciousness at the difficulty in naming them—in these poems a mother
is missing, a God is to be feared, the snow is broken, and yet, ‘maybe this is enough: to
lose.” This is an amazing debut.”

—Nick Flynn, author of Some Ether and Blind Huber

Allison Benis White’s poems have appeared in The lowa Review, Ploughshares, and
Pleiades, among other journals. Her honors include the Indiana Review Poetry Prize, the
Bernice Slote Award from Prairie Schooner, and a Writers Exchange Award from Poets &
Writers. She is currently at work on a second poetry manuscript, “Small Porcelain Head,”
which received the 2008 James D. Phelan Literary Award for a work in progress from the
San Francisco Foundation. She teaches at the University of California, Irvine.

ORDERING INFORMATION: Self-Portrait with Crayon is available through many corporate
and independent bookstores, as well as Amazon.com. Orders can also be placed directly at the
phone numbers below. Media review copies and requests for printed catalogs should be directed to
Poetry Center Manager, Rita Grabowski at 216-687-3986, toll-free 888-278-6473.
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