
 
Poetry Center / Department of  English 
2121 Euclid Avenue For Immediate Release 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-2214 March 2, 2009 
Telephone:  216-687-3968   FAX: 216-687-6943 Contact:  Rita Grabowski 
           888-278-6473 (toll-free) poetrycenter@csuohio.edu   

   

Now Available 

 

Trust  

poems by Liz Waldner 

Winner of the 2008 Open Book Competition,  
selected by the Open Book Editorial Committee 
5.5 x 8.5 x .224”, 69 pp., $15.95 paper 

ISBN 978-1-880834-84-8, LCCN 2008054543  
 
 

“Liz Waldner's Trust is a book I’ve been waiting to read 
for years. Political in the extreme, deliciously crafted, as 
menacing as it is hysterical, as intellectually sophisticated 
as it is laugh-out-loud funny, this book ought to be written 
in silver pen on bathroom stalls, sent as gold records to 
outer space,  or  written in gin on a  glass-top table  in  your  

favorite karaoke bar. Slip a copy into your shoulder-bag and take it wherever you go.” 
—Kazim Ali, author of The Fortieth Day 
 
“In Liz Waldner’s weird and luminous poems, the empirical and the empyrean are as two 
sides of a copper beech leaf. The changeling slips out of old names into new uses, slips 
out of old uses into new names. Between the phenomenon and the noumenon depends 
(deep ends) a trust—a wavering alliance fed on fiery symbiosis. This is comedy in the 
most painfully honest and brilliant light, comedy that gives our ears and minds a 
miraculous whipping, that teaches us willingness to be made new, to make of the self 
one’s ‘own bright threshold.’”  
—Sarah Gridley, author of Weather Eye Open 

 

Born in Cleveland, Liz Waldner grew up in rural Mississippi and, after various factory, 
janitorial, botanical, and museum jobs, graduated from St. John's College in Annapolis at 
the age of twenty-eight. She wrote for eighteen years before publishing the first of her six 
previous books, which have won such awards as the Iowa Poetry Prize, the Beatrice 
Hawley Award, and the Academy of American Poets’ James Laughlin Prize. 
 
 

ORDERING INFORMATION: Trust is available through many corporate and independent 

bookstores, as well as Amazon.com. Orders can also be placed directly at the phone numbers 

below. Media review copies and requests for printed catalogs should be directed to Poetry Center 
Manager, Rita Grabowski at 216-687-3986, toll-free 888-278-6473. 
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