Instructor’s Name ________________________________________

Info Literacy Task Force draft 10.14.09

Skill Area:  Information Literacy



Course for which you are seeking approval (department and number): 

___________________________________

Departments are strongly encouraged to promote consistent skill areas across multiple sections of the same course.  If there will be variation in the skill areas promoted, separate syllabi and relevant check sheets for each section must be submitted. If all sections of a course are being submitted for this Skill Area, state “All” for “Instructor’s Name” above.
CRITERIA

To qualify in the skill area of information literacy a course must:

1. Designate that at least 15% of a student’s final grade in the course is based on an evaluation of course-specific information literacy skills.

2. Require students to demonstrate appropriate information literacy skills related to any combination of the following, based on ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education*:
a) determining the nature and extend of the information needed; 

b) accessing needed information in an effective and efficient manner;

c) evaluating the accuracy, authority, currency, objectivity, and reliability of information sources;
d) using information to complete a given task, either individually or in a group

e) understanding the economic, legal, and social issues related to the use of information by accessing the latter ethically and legally.
(*Available at http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/informationliteracycompetency.cfm)

GUIDELINES FOR SYLLABUS SUBMISSION
As you prepare your syllabus to be submitted for Information Literacy designation as a skill area in the General Education program, please consider the following guiding questions. The answers to these questions should support your syllabus-embedded statement of your class is intended to meet the Information Literacy criteria mentioned above.

1. Looking at criterion 2 (items a through e) listed earlier, which of those standards does your course address?

2. What are the pre-requisite knowledge and skills related to Information Literacy your students would have to demonstrate to be successful in your class (except for the case where students are introduced to this skill area for the first time)?

3. What specific class assignments** are designed to address Information Literacy as a skill area?

4. What is your class grading policy? How does it accommodate the requirement that “at least 15% of a student’s final grade” relies on the evaluation of his/her information literacy skills introduced, developed, or mastered in your course?

5. Depending on your choice of Information Literacy standards listed up above (criterion 2, items a through e), what are the specific performance indicators and corresponding student learning outcomes*** that support students’ completion of the given assignment(s) as well as the evaluation of their work?
(**For examples of course assignments that support the skill area of Information Literacy, go to www.___.edu)

(***For examples of performance indicators and corresponding student learning outcomes aligned with Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education, go to www.___.edu)

Information Literacy: the ability to recognize when information is needed and to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information (American Library Association, 1989).








A person who is literate is able to:	


- Determine the extent of the information needed


- Access the needed information effectively and efficiently


- Evaluate the information and its sources critically


- Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 


	- Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose


- Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally (American Library Association, 2000)
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