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Information Literacy: 
- the ability to recognize when information is needed and to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information (American Library Association, 1989).

A person who is literate is able to:
- Determine the extent of the information needed

- Access the needed information effectively and efficiently

- Evaluate the information and its sources critically

- Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 






- Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose

- Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally (American Library Association, 2000)

Information Literacy implies:
- Learning individuals






- Learning organizations






- Libraries as providers of guidance






- Increased collaboration between academic programs and library services






- Focus on use of information as process (supported by the ACRL standards)

Relevance of the IL area:

- increasingly complex informational environments






- technology-rich learning and work environments






- enhanced student participation in research during their academic career






- accountability in higher education

Assessment of Info Literacy:
- librarians: student evaluation of library instruction; focus group and/or individual student interviews; student satisfaction survey; peer evaluation; etc.


- faculty: course assignments


- Gen. Ed. program: student performance demonstrating development of specific skills, leading to mastery evidenced in culminating experiences (capstone courses)

Cleveland State University General Education program goals:

· write effectively

· use quantitative analysis to describe and solve problems

· think critically

· interpret, evaluate, and use information from a variety of sources

· work well in groups, including those of diverse composition

· communicate orally effectively

Students should also have the opportunity to learn about:

· the human imagination, expression, and the products of many cultures

· the interrelations within and among global and cross-cultural communities

· the means of modeling the natural, social, and technical worlds

Outline of General Education program requirements:

	Area
	Course/credit Requirement
	Min Credits
	Further Requirements

	Basic Foundation

	Intro to Univ. Life
	1 course
	1
	Must be completed in first year.

	Writing/composition
	2 courses
	6
	Must be completed in the first year or prior to completion of the first 30 hours of coursework.

	Mathematics/QL
	2 courses
	6
	First course must be completed in the first year or prior to completion of the first 30 hours of coursework.

	Breadth of Knowledge Requirements

	Natural Sciences
	2 courses plus 1 hour of lab
	7
	Each course must be a minimum of 3 hours.

	Social Sciences
	2 courses (from 2 different departments)
	6
	Each course must be a minimum of 3 hours.

A.  One introductory-level social science course.

B.  One introductory-level social science course focused on a society other than the US.*

	Arts and Humanities
	2 courses (from 2 different departments)
	6
	Each course must be a minimum of 3 hours.

A.  One introductory-level course in the arts or humanities.

B.  One introductory-level arts or humanities course focused on a society other than the US.*

	Social Diversity
	2 courses
	6
	Each course must be a minimum of 3 hours.

A.  One course must be African-American.

B.  One course must be U.S. diversity course.

	Additional Components

	Writing Across the Curriculum (including Speaking Across the Curriculum)
	3 courses
	At least 1 credit for each course
	One course must be in the major program.  Students may substitute one approved “Speaking Across the Curriculum” (SPAC) course for one of the WAC courses.  Individual courses cannot be used to earn BOTH WAC and SPAC credit.  Transfer students must take at least one WAC course at CSU.  The formula for pro-rating the WAC requirement for transfer students will remain unchanged.

	Capstone Experience
	1 course or equivalent
	1
	Within major program.


* At least one of these courses must be focused on Africa, Asia, Latin America or the Middle East.

Total: minimum of 38 hours, assuming Writing Across the Curriculum/Speaking Across the Curriculum courses and Capstone are “double hits.”

Methods of completing General Education program requirements:

CLUSTER OPTION

Students have the option of completing course “Clusters” to satisfy some or most of the new General Education Requirement.  Course Clusters would be groupings of at least 3 thematically related courses from different disciplines.  Each Cluster would satisfy at least three general education requirements.

SINGLE-COURSE OPTION

Students can complete some or all of the requirements by completing individual courses from a list of approved courses in each of the areas of the revised General Education Requirement.

General Education Program Proposal

- Focus on ONE skill area – Information Literacy (on a two-year cycle)
Courses that include Information Literacy (IL) as a skill area:

ANT 103 

Arts and Humanities

MUS 161

Arts and Humanities

ANT 120, 153
, 275
Social Science

COM 226

Social Science

HED 210

Social Science

HSC 180

Social Science

PSY 220, 221

Social Science

SOC 210, 250

Social Science

UST 240, 242

Social Science

ANT 100, 210

US Diversity

SOC 215

African-American

UST 251

African-American
Capstones with Information Literacy (IL) as one of three skill areas:
IME 480, 481

EEC 490

ART 485

CLM 499

COM 447, 455, 470, 475

ENG 495

HIS 400, 401

PSC 420, 421, 422, 423

REL 498

NUR 420, 460

HSC 484

PHY 474

SPH 497

UST 489

Information Literacy Taskforce Charge

(AY 2009-2010)

a) Streamline the requirements/guidelines for faculty who would like to submit their syllabi for approval of Information Literacy as a Gen. Ed. skill area designation

b) Emphasize the connections between these requirement/guidelines and the ACRL standards

c) Identify courses that could produce evidence of student learning in the area of Information Literacy:

- communicate with course instructor(s) about the specific ways in which they address the IL requirements

- collect samples of scoring rubrics that support the evaluation of student performance in the area of IL

d) Generate (either by adapting or developing) a scoring rubric that could be implemented in select courses
- supportive of lifelong learning


- library services contribute to the development of relevant skills
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