GenEd Course Enrollment

Fall 2004

In Fall Semester 2004, the Levin College’s sections of UST 200 and UST 202 did not enroll as many students as expected.  Enrollments in 6 sections of UST 200 were off by 141 headcount, a decrease of 34% (417 in 8 sections Fall 03 vs. 276 in 6 sections, Fall 04).  Enrollments in 2 sections of UST 202 were off by 10% (85 in 3 sections in Fall 03 vs 76 in 2 sections in Fall 04).  This decline in enrollment translates to a loss of 600 student credit hours.

In trying to determine a cause or causes for this decline, I first surveyed my advising colleagues across campus.  The consensus of opinion from other advisors falls into two categories:

1. We are offering too many sections of UST 200.  All GenEd classes are 


under enrolled.  Freshman admits for Fall 04 remained steady from Fall 03, and transfer admits are down 17% from Fall 03.


2.   More and more students are taking their GenEd classes at community 


colleges in order to save tuition money.


UST 200 and UST 202 remain viable courses in advisors’ opinions.  They think these are good courses to recommend to freshmen and sophomores.  


I looked at “enrollment as percent of capacity” data available from Institutional Research’s web page.  I limited the analysis to large sections (enrollment capacity of 100 or more) of GenEd courses in Arts and Humanities and Social Science.  Some of these courses also fulfill Nonwestern Culture and African-American Experience, which make them especially attractive to students.  (UST 200 and UST 202 both fulfill Social Science and African-American Experience.)   Students in all colleges expect Engineering can double-count courses across GenEd categories (i.e., HIS 175 History of Africa can count as both Arts & Humanities and Non-Western Culture).  I also limited the analysis to courses offered in the popular day blocks (8:30-9:35 MWF, 9:45-10:50 MWF, 11-12:05 MWF, 12:15-1:20 MWF, 10-11:50 TTH, 1-2:50 TTH).  The analysis therefore comprised 41 sections across all GenEd categories except Social Science/Nonwestern Culture.  


Of the 41 total sections, only three (3) were enrolled at 100% of capacity.  

	Number/Section
	Time/Day
	GenEd Category
	Headcount/

Capacity

	HIS 165-1
	9:45-10:50 MWF
	Arts & Humanities, Nonwestern Culture
	100/100

	HIS 101-3
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanities
	100/100

	SOC 101-2
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Social Science
	100/100

	MUS 161-1
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanities
	277/285

	HIS 101-2
	9:45-10:50 MWF
	Arts & Humanities
	93/100

	SOC 201-1
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanies, African-American Exp.
	94/100

	COM 101-3
	11-12:05 MWF
	Social Science
	109/120

	HIS 165-2
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanities, Nonwestern Culture
	90/100


Another five (5) sections enrolled at or above 90% of capacity.  Of course, the capacity of MUS 161, at 285, is probably what affected the enrollment in our UST 200 section, which is offered at the same time.  Note that five of the seven 90% of enrollment capacity classes are offered at 12:15-1:20 MWF.


The breakout by percentage of enrollment is as follows:

	Percent of Capacity
	N

	90 – 100%
	8

	75 – 89%
	5

	50 – 74%
	13

	25 – 49%
	15

	24% or less
	0



I also looked at the number of sections offered in each time period, by pertinent GenEd category.  It appears that GenEd sections are evenly distributed across the time periods, but with fewer sections in the TTH time periods.

Number of GenEd Sections by Time and Day
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The next chart shows headcount by time period across the GenEd categories.  It reflects the huge enrollment of MUS 151 (277, 12:15-1:20).

Headcount - GenEd by Time and Day 
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Next is headcount as a percentage of enrollment capacity.
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Finally, I prepared a chart showing a drop in enrollment of most GenEd sections which fulfill both Arts & Humanities or Social Science and African-American Experience.

GenEd Course Enrollment Comparison

Fall 2003 & Fall 2004

AAE Courses which also count as Social Science or Arts/Humanities

	Course
	GenEd

Categories
	Fall 03

sections
	Fall 03

enrollment
	Fall 04

sections
	Fall 04

enrollment
	Diff.
	Chng.

	UST 200
	AAE; SS
	8
	417
	6
	276
	141
	-34%

	UST 202
	AAE; SS
	3
	85
	2
	76
	9
	-10%

	HIS 215
	AAE; A/H
	3
	207
	3
	158
	49
	-24%

	HIS 216
	AAE; A/H
	3
	184
	3
	152
	32
	-17%

	REL 217
	AAE; A/H
	2
	149
	2
	134
	15
	-10%

	SOC 215
	AAE; SS
	1
	40
	1
	63
	23
	+57%


Conclusions

All GenEd classes in the Social Science and Arts & Humanities have lower enrollments than in previous years.  The exceptions are courses which count for both Arts/Humanities and Nonwestern Culture.  The reduction in enrollment in GenEd courses across campus is a reflection of the decrease in transfer admissions.  Students are increasingly attending community colleges to complete some or all of their GenEd requirements.

Recommendations

· Decrease the number of sections of UST 200 and UST 202.  Do not offer UST 200 in the 12:15-1:20 p.m. MWF time block.

· Increase the number of Web or Web-assisted GenEd courses.  Web courses are increasingly popular with students, especially part-time, evening, adult students.  Advertise the availability of Web sections.

· With the demise of the printed course schedule, students do not have easy access to a list of courses which fulfill GenEd requirements.  Ask the Registrar to make a printable list available on the Registrar’s web page and through Campus Net (which students use for registration).
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