GenEd Course Enrollment

Spring Semester 2005


In Spring Semester 2005, the Levin College’s sections of UST 200 and UST 202 continued to see a decline in enrollment.  However, it is significant that the web-based sections of UST 200 and UST 202 had higher enrollments than the Saturday sections of those courses, as offered in 2004.  The combined enrollment of UST 200, offered at CSU in the evening and via distance learning to the West and East Centers, is higher than the evening section offered in Spring 2004.

	
	Spring 2004

Enrollment
	Spring 2005

Enrollment

	UST 200
	27 (Saturday)
	42 (web-based)

	UST 200
	35 (evening)
	42 (CSU and D/L to East & West Centers)

	UST 202
	18 (Saturday)
	32 (web-based)

	Total
	80
	116


This represents a net gain of 36 in headcount and 144 in student credit hours for the usually under-enrolled Saturday and evening sections.  The Saturday sections are now Web-based and the evening section is available to students downtown and at the two suburban centers.  I can only conclude that we are on the right track with increased web-based GenEd offerings.


I looked at “enrollment as percent of capacity” data available from Institutional Research’s web page.  I limited the analysis to large sections (enrollment capacity of 100 or more) of GenEd courses in Arts and Humanities and Social Science.  Some of these courses also fulfill Nonwestern Culture, Western Culture, and African-American Experience, which make them especially attractive to students.  (UST 200 and UST 202 both fulfill Social Science and African-American Experience.)   Students in all colleges except Engineering can double-count courses across GenEd categories (i.e., HIS 175 History of Africa can count as both Arts & Humanities and Non-Western Culture).  I also limited the analysis to courses offered in the popular day blocks (8:30-9:35 MWF, 9:45-10:50 MWF, 11-12:05 MWF, 12:15-1:20 MWF, 1:30-2:35 MWF, 10-11:50 TTH, 1-2:50 TTH).  The analysis therefore comprised 36 sections across all GenEd categories except Social Science/Nonwestern Culture (there were no large sections in this category).


Of the 36 total sections, only one (1) was enrolled at 100% of capacity.  Another four (4) were at 90% or higher.  Again, the majority of these sections are taught in the 12:15-1:20 MWF time slot.

	Number/

Section
	Time/Day
	GenEd Category
	Headcount/

Capacity

	HIS 216-1
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanities,

African-American Exp.
	100/100 (100%)



	COM 101-2
	9:45-10:50 MWF
	Social Science
	114/118 (96.6%)

	HIS 165-1
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanities,

Non-Western Culture
	96/100 (96%)

	PSY 101-2
	1:30-2:35 MWF
	Social Science
	96/100 (96%)

	MUS 161-2
	12:15-1:20 MWF
	Arts & Humanities
	180/200 (90%)


	Percent of Capacity
	Sections
	Headcount

	90 – 100%
	5
	586

	80 – 89%
	7
	794

	70 – 79%
	5
	397

	60 – 69%
	4
	310

	50 – 59%
	5
	295

	49% or less
	10
	365

	TOTAL
	36
	2747



[image: image1.wmf]Number of GenEd Sections by Time and Day

0

1

2

3

4

1-2:50 TTH

10-11:50 TTH

1:30-2:35 MWF

12:15-1:20 MWF

11-12:05 MWF

9:45-10:50 MWF

8:30-9:35 MWF

Time/Day

Number of Sections

Arts & Humanities

Social Science

AH & AAE

SS & AAE

AH & NW



The chart above shows that large sections are evenly distributed across the day, but with only one section in each of the represented GenEd categories in the Tuesday-Thursday time blocks.
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I noted that UST 200 and UST 202 are the only large sections of courses that count in both Social Science and African-American Experience offered in Spring 2005.  I think they are offered at appropriate times during the day.  I also think that the new format for UST 200 in Fall 2005 (i.e., more Web sections) will increase enrollment in this course.  The drop in enrollment in UST 200 from Spring 2004 to Spring 2005 comes from the day sections.  In Spring 2004, we offered three (3) day sections of UST 200 that enrolled 236 students.  In Spring 2005, when we switched some resources to developing the new web format; only two (2) day sections of UST 200 were offered, and these sections enrolled 166.  

Recommendations for Fall Semester 2005

· Promote Web offerings, especially UST 200 and UST 202, to advisors on-campus as well as to students.

· Offer the revised course, UST 251 (formerly UST 250 City in Film), which now fulfills Arts & Humanities and African-American Experience, in the 1:00-2:50 p.m. TTH time block.  Move UST 202 to the 11:00-12:05 MWF block.  There are no courses which fulfill AH/AAE in the 1:00-2:50 TTH block , and there are no SS/AAE courses in the 11:00 a.m. block.

· The number of GenEd courses by category offered across the day is shown in the chart on the next page.  This data is from Fall Semester 2004.  As you can see, there was only one course in the Social Science/AAE category offered in the 11-12:05 MWF block.  This would be a better home for UST 202 , a good choice for a freshman, and freshmen want all their classes on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Likewise, the 9:45-10:50 MWF block would be a good home for the “normal” version of UST 200 (as opposed to the Web version) because no other course in that time block fulfills Social Science/AAE.  

Number of GenEd Sections by Time and Day

Fall Semester 2004
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· Departments tend to offer the same courses at the same times semester after semester, especially the large GenEd sections.  In Spring, it makes sense to offer UST 200 in the 11-12:05 MWF block, because there is no other course in that time in the Social Science/AAE category.  UST 202 could again be offered in the 10-11:50 TTH block, as it is the only SS/AAE course at that time.  I would suggest that UST 251 be offered in the 8-9:50 a.m. TTH block in Spring.  This is an underused time block, students want morning classes, and I think we should try it.  
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