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The Sociology Graduate Program seeks to provide advanced instruction in the essential knowledge of the discipline and in the major social research skills, both qualitative and quantitative. This training can be applied in a variety of workplaces, including academic, business, government and agency settings. Alternatively it can be used as preparation for further doctoral studies in sociology. To ensure that students achieve an education that reflects this mission, the sociology faculty has developed the following assessment plan, which incorporates the principles of learning-based assessment as introduced to the CSU community by the Office of Assessment of Student Learning.

Assessment will be carried out by the department’s graduate committee in a two-year cycle based on (1) program level and (2) course-level outcomes.  Results of each stage of assessment will be shared with all faculty members during regularly-scheduled department meetings each academic year. Modifications and/or revisions arising from faculty discussion will be incorporated into the next two-year assessment cycle.

I. 
PROGRAM LEVEL ASSESSMENT

The Sociology department faculty has developed the following program goals to reflect successful student learning in the graduate program:

A. 
Students will learn the conceptual frameworks of sociology and develop a critical understanding of the continuing debates concerning these frameworks. 

B. 
Students will learn the fundamental procedures for conducting basic and applied sociological research. 

C. 
Students will learn about the fundamental knowledge and the contemporary research issues in at least one major substantive area of sociology.

D. 
Students will learn how to conduct and report professional-quality sociological research. 

Assessment of student learning to meet these goals will be carried out through two methods: (1) direct assessment of the above goals as demonstrated in the final research project (Soc. 698: Research Paper); and (2) indirect assessment of student experiences through focus groups and surveys.  

(1) Direct Assessment of the MA Research Paper
Each student enrolling in the MA program completes 32 credit hours, including a required course in theory (Soc. 640) and two required courses in methods and statistics (Soc. 650/651).  Two other seminars at the 600-level and two electives provide grounding in the core areas of the discipline and permit students to specialize in an area of concentration.  The MA research paper represents the capstone experience after the student has taken all courses.

Successful completion requires that students produce a professional-quality research paper. The paper is expected to embody students’ highest level of achievement, and serve as a demonstration that students have mastered the key elements of the discipline as stated in the program goals.  

Process
Regular program-level assessment will be based on a review of the MA papers completed by graduating students.  A copy of each paper will be retained in the department files and all completed papers will be reviewed by members of the graduate committee on a semi-annual basis.  For each review, at least two faculty members will independently assess the MA papers submitted since the last review, based on a scoring rubric (attached) that identifies the key components of exemplary, acceptable, and unacceptable outcomes. The graduate committee will meet to discuss the results of the assessment, and will prepare a summary for presentation to the faculty at the next regular department meeting. 

Feedback 

Following the MA paper assessment, a portion of the next department meeting will be used to present the results and to discuss them in light of the stated program goals. Possible revisions or modifications to the goals, assessment strategies, or other parts of the program that arise from this discussion will then be incorporated into a draft proposal as necessary. All revisions will be discussed by faculty at one or more department meetings prior to implementation.

(2) Indirect Assessment through Student Surveys/Focus Groups
In addition to the direct assessment of the program through review of the MA research paper, the department will use indirect strategies to assess student learning and experiences on an annual basis. These will include focus groups with students completing the required course sequence in statistics and methods (Soc. 650/651); and a written exit survey that will be supplied to all students following completion of the MA paper.

Process
(a) Focus groups.  All students must complete the required courses in methods and statistics (650 and 651), offered in sequence each fall and spring semester. Although students enroll in and complete the MA research paper at an individual pace that may extend through the next two semesters, or even the following academic year, the students in each spring-semester 651 class typically form a cohort of students completing course work.  

Each year at the end of spring semester, students enrolled in 651 will be invited to take part in a focus group to discuss their experiences in the program.  To ensure that as many students as possible are on campus and available to participate, these groups will be convened on a class day by members of the graduate committee at some time in the last two weeks of the semester.  Refreshments will be provided as an additional incentive for students to come, and informal discussion will be encouraged, although participating faculty will guide the group conversation around a set of pre-determined discussion questions (attached).

(b) Exit surveys. Since students finish the MA paper at an individual pace that may not correspond to the timeline followed by other students, assembling an appropriate and representative group of graduating students for exit interviews has proven to be problematic.  At the same time, the Sociology department recognizes that the completion of the MA paper is students’ most significant achievement. Students’ experiences, knowledge, and attitudes will have developed more fully at the conclusion of the program than at the end of coursework.  To more fully explore students’ experiences in the graduate program, the department will ask each graduate student to fill out a survey that asks them about their graduate experience.  The completed and returned surveys will be collected in departmental files, and will be reviewed by members of the graduate committee each year.

Feedback
Members of the Sociology graduate committee will collect and summarize the results of focus groups and exit surveys at the end of each academic year.  Results will be shared with the department at a subsequent regularly scheduled department meeting.  Revisions or modifications to the program, to courses, or to the assessment process itself may be adopted as a result of this discussion.

II. COURSE LEVEL ASSESSMENT
In addition to the program-level assessment outlined above, the Sociology department will implement course-level assessment. Development of a set of common objectives for courses in each of the core areas of the program will ensure that individual faculty have a clear sense of how their course contributes to the overall program goals. These core areas include theory (Soc. 640); methods and statistics(Soc. 650/651); and the substantive areas of the discipline (600-level seminars). 

Course level assessment within each of these areas will be phased in over a two-year cycle, during which graduate course instructors will develop assessment criteria for their course to ensure that it contributes to student learning in a way that is consistent with program goals. Following the development and implementation of course-level assessment strategies consistent with the objectives stated below, the graduate committee will collect and review the assessment results, and will present them for discussion at the next regular department meeting.  Areas needing revision or improvement will be discussed, along with strategies to implement any changes to the program, its goals, or the assessment strategies. 

Objectives for specific areas of the MA program: 
1. 
SOC. 640 – THEORY 
a. 
Students will learn the central ideas of 19th and early 20th century sociological theorists, to include but not limited to the work of Durkheim, Marx and Weber. 

b. 
Students will learn the central ideas of contemporary schools of sociological theory, to include but not limited to symbolic interactionism, functionalism and feminism. 

c. 
Students will be able to analyze, write about and discuss major original works of sociological theory. 

d. 
Students will learn to identify the theoretical components of empirical sociological projects. 
2. 
SOC. 650/651 – QUANTITATIVE METHODS AND STATISTICS   

a. 
Soc. 650: 

i. 
Students will be familiar with the major procedures in social research, including theory-building, research design, measurement, sampling, and information-gathering. 

ii. 
Students will be familiar with univariate and bivariate statistics that are the foundation for the more advanced multivariate analysis and inferential statistics. 

b. 
Soc. 651: 

i. 
Students will understand the basic concepts in regression analysis, including linear regression, correlation, analysis of variance, analysis of covariance, and logistic regression. 

ii. 
Students will be able to use statistical software to analyze data, to critically review published quantitative research, and to write scientific reports based on quantitative analysis. 

3. 
SOC. 6xx – SUBSTANTIVE SEMINARS  

a. 
Students will become familiar with the core literature in the substantive area. 
b. 
Students will be able to construct a literature review based upon their exposure to core literature in the substantive area. 

c. 
Students will be able to derive hypotheses and construct research questions on the basis of such a literature review.
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