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Introduction:

The Ph. D. in Urban Education program began in 1987. Now in its 19th year, the program has graduated over 135 professionals.  The program admits students in cohorts of approximately 20 students each year in five specializations of Administration, Counseling, Leadership and Lifelong Learning, Learning and Development, and Policy Studies. A group of graduate faculty in the College of Education and Human Services are identified in each of these areas of specialization. These are the faculty members who teach in the doctoral program and serve on students’ dissertation committees.  The Doctoral Studies Committee, with a faculty representative from each department in the College and one department chair is the primary decision making committee for the program. 
Goals:

This year, the Doctoral Studies Committee revised its program goals. This is the first year the new program goals are being used. The committee identified three primary goals as follows:

1. Knowledge of the field:  Students will develop a fundamental understanding and critical perspectives of the theories and applications related to education in urban settings and develop an advanced level of expertise within their specialization area.

2. Research:  Students will develop the skills to engage in scholarly research.
3. Communication:  Students will develop oral and written skills to communicate at a professional level in urban education
Outcomes:

The program expects students to complete their core and research courses at the end of their second year in order to complete all their coursework including passing their comprehensive examinations by the end of their third year.  Although attendance and participation in professional conferences is not required, all students are encouraged to be involved in various research activities through recently created groups known as DRIVE (Doctoral Research Initiative Volunteers in Education) and GEAR (Graduate Educational Alumni Research).
Research Methods:

The program is striving toward extensive use of rubrics in assessing various aspects of students learning. Appropriate rubrics are being used for evaluating each of the three comprehensive examinations and some faculty members use standard scoring rubrics to assess students’ written work as well as oral presentations. Scoring rubrics for the three comprehensive examinations have not been revised in the recent years. The Doctoral Studies Committee has also begun conversations on ways to objectively assess dissertations and their oral defense.   One suggestion which is under review is to use standard scoring rubrics for both students’ written dissertations as well as their oral presentations. We intend to continue with these conversations next year.  

Findings:

Overall, students are progressing very well in meeting the program goals.  Perhaps due to the benefits of the cohort model, most students are completing their coursework in good time, though a few (less than 3 percent) have requested a year’s leave of absence during their program. Although students are allowed up to four attempts to pass their comprehensive examinations, most students pass all three portions during their first attempt and a few successfully complete examines on their second try. In terms of research, a significant increase in students’ research output through presentations at research conferences and publication in refereed journals has been realized in the last two years. In 2004-05, for instance, the program spent over $11,000 on travel to support students’ attendance at research conferences and in organizing and hosting the Educational Research Exchange. 

Review and Action:

The program intends to continue to facilitate student participation in research and to encourage faculty to work in collaboration with students on research projects.  Doctoral faculty members in various specialization areas have been encouraged to review course offering and the administration of comprehensives examinations and make recommendations to the Doctoral Studies Committee. The counseling specialization is also in the process of seeking APA accreditation while the School of Nursing is considering introducing the sixth specialization focusing on nursing and health education. 
