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Introduction/Context
The undergraduate nursing program has the overarching goal to prepare nurses for professional practice.  The program is currently accredited by the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission (NLNAC) and is fully approved by the Ohio Board of Nursing.  In April of 2005, the program underwent an accreditation review by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) as the faculty voted to change our national accrediting body from the NLNAC to the CCNE so that the undergraduate and graduate programs would be accredited by the same organization.
For the national accreditation and the state approval, the program is required to have a comprehensive evaluation plan that includes documentation of compliance with state laws, adequate resources to operate the program, an organizational structure that supports achieving the School’s mission, accurate information on the program available to the public, documentation of faculty productivity, and other measures.  The student learning outcome data reported here is taken from that evaluation plan.

Students enter the BSN major through a competitive admissions process and progress through three levels of classes (sophomore, junior, and senior).  The accelerated students follow the same progression, albeit at a faster pace.  Student learning data on nursing skills, nursing standards of practice, nursing care planning and therapeutic communication are assessed at increasingly more complex levels throughout the progression of courses.  These assessments at the level of the senior courses reflect students’ ability to meet program terminal objectives.
Goal  
The primary goal of the BSN program has not changed.  It remains as follows:  Graduates will be ready to practice professional nursing in all of the discipline’ specialty areas.

Outcomes & Research
Since submission of the last status report, Faculty in the School of Nursing have revised program outcomes to specifically reflect student learning.  As now defined, outcomes assessed by direct measures are outlined below.

A) Students will demonstrate competency in progressively difficult nursing skills in the campus Nursing Resource Laboratory (NRL), measured by ‘skills checks’ in the NRL 

B) Students will apply the professional standards of nursing in the clinical area as documented by scores on the course-specific clinical evaluation tools. 

1) Students will demonstrate ability to plan, deliver, and evaluate outcomes of professional nursing care as measured through scores on written nursing care plans.

2) Students will demonstrate use of therapeutic communication skills in practice settings as measured through scores on written process recordings.

C) Students will demonstrate mastery of nursing knowledge required for safe practice as measured through standardized tests in all subject areas of the discipline. 

D) Graduates of the program will successfully pass the NCLEX-RN licensing exam on first taking, as measured through test scores.
Indirect measures are used to assess the remaining two outcomes that follow.
E) Graduating students express readiness for professional work as assessed through exit interviews/focus groups.

F) Alumni report preparedness for professional work as assessed through questions on an alumni survey.     

Findings

In order to become a licensed Registered Nurse, program graduates must ultimately take and pass the NCLEX – RN.  Optimally, we would like our graduates passage rate to be at or above 95% of the national mean for each testing.  Since 2003, we have accomplished this objective.  With this aim in mind appropriate benchmarks have been set for all other direct measures employed to assess student progress.  As tabled findings contained in the accompanying Status Report #8, established benchmarks have been met.  Nevertheless, as noted below some specific actions to further strengthen the program have been identified for future consideration in the upcoming academic year.   
Review

Assessment results are periodically reviewed on an annual basis by the entire faculty.  The last such evaluation meeting was held on December 4, 2004.  Focus groups comprised of graduating seniors are also held to solicit student opinion on proposed curricular and instructional changes.
Actions

Outcome B2.  Having detected that sophomore students demonstrate less proficiency when completing Process Recordings than do more advanced students, faculty have decided to complete a focused review of communication skill development at the sophomore level during AY 05/06.

Outcome C.  To better ensure students’ readiness to take and pass the NCLEX – RN, the scoring benchmark on preparatory ATI exams was raised from passage at the 50th percentile in comparison to peers to passage at the 60th percentile.  While students did achieve targeted scores on AIT exams used to assess mastery of nursing knowledge in all major subjects, the repeated practice needed in some instances has suggested the need for further scrutiny of ATI testing data.  Specifically, faculty will look for trends in testing for individual students who may be having difficulty in test performance during the upcoming year.

Outcome F.  In an effort to bolster response rates to alumni follow-up surveys, faculty have identified individual alums at major local health agencies who will serve as survey assistants by agreeing to oversee the distribution and collection of completed questionnaires.   
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