M E M O R A N D U M

TO:  Rosemary Sutton, Director of Assessment
FROM:  David W. Ball, Associate Chair for Undergraduate Programs, Chemistry Department

DATE:  June 27, 2006
RE:  Assessment
Introduction

The recently-passed academic year has been characterized by relative calm.  The only major changes were the approval of some new degree programs and tracks (a BS in pharmaceutical sciences with three different tracks, and a new BS in chemistry track with emphasis in pharmaceutical sciences) and the successful search to identify a new faculty member with a research emphasis in pharmaceutical science to support the new programs.

In addition, a new associate chair for undergraduate programs was selected.  As the new associate chair, I have been working to understand the assessment plan and needs for the undergraduate chemistry program.  I appreciate the patience your office has demonstrated as I become better aware of my responsibilities.


In terms of assessment, in the previous assessment round the department listed three goals:  “(1) providing a sound background in chemistry, (2) development of problem solving skills in chemical sciences, and (3) to be able to communicate scientific and technological information effectively. [sic]”  After some careful consideration, the department decided to suspend its attempts to assess the second goal, relating to problem-solving skills.  This was because the department felt its current plan for assessing these skills in two upper-level courses was not ready for implementation.  The department (and the undergraduate program in particular) wants to better define the exact plan of action before pretending to be actually assessing this skill.  We plan to consider the plan in detail in the coming academic year.

Additional efforts regarding specific assessment were spotty.  By far the easiest part of assessment was collection of standardized examination scores, which most professors teaching certain particular classes know that they need to administer.  Use of rubrics in certain courses to assess communication skills is growing.  The attached tables give specific details on assessment activities.

Feel free to contact me if I can provide additional information.  Many thanks, again, for your patience.

