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The School of Social Work’s undergraduate BSW Program has three alternatives for social work majors in the 

Honors Program or the University Scholars Program. 

Each of these alternatives would be designed to fulfill the eight credit hours of the Honors Program or University 

Scholars Program standards.  These eight credit hours can be completed within one of these three alternatives, or via a 

combination of these alternatives.  For example, a student may take SWK 300 and SWK 304 as Honors Courses, and 

also perform a two-hour Readings Paper (SWK 396); or take SWK 494, SWK 493, and SWK 304; and so forth. 

1. BSW Course Contracting 

  
This alternative would have the student com-

plete the designated courses within the major, 

though the course work itself would be modified 

to meet the more rigorous Honors/Scholars ex-

pectations. 

  

BSW Program Courses designated: 

  

SWK 300 (Social Welfare Policy, 4 credit 

hours) 

*Policy Brief increased from draft work to 

stakeholder advocacy paper 

*White paper on state or local policy concern 

(additional) 

  

SWK 304 (Research Methods I, 3 credit hours) 

*Research Article Analyses are increased by 

30% 

*Annotated Bibliography Assignment increased 

by 50% 

  

  

SWK 305 (Research Methods II, 3 credit hours) 

*Qualitative Research Report modified from a 

cross-sectional study to a longitudinal (or more 

rigorous) research design 

*Take home examination is expanded by 30% 

  

  

SWK 493 (Child Welfare I & II) 

*Assessment Paper and Presentation will be 

30% additional sources and outcome length 

2. Independent Study 

  
This alternative would be an individualized 

student plan working with the BSW Program 

Director.  This plan would be a self-directed 

readings and/or research project tailored to 

the student’s area of interest. 

The Director would be the faculty instructor 

for all independent study courses; no assign-

ment to other faculty or instructors would 

occur. 

  

This could take place during one or more 

semesters during the junior and/or senior 

year.  Credit hours would be commensurate 

with breadth and depth of the project.  These 

credit hours would be taken as additional 

elective hours within the major. 

  

  
SWK 396 (Readings in Social Work) 

  

  

SWK 496 (Independent Study in Social 

Work) 

  

  

SWK 497 (Independent Study in Juvenile or 

Criminal Justice) 

3. Elective Courses 

  
Within the Social Work major a number of 

graduate level elective courses are available 

and cross-listed in the undergraduate sched-

ule. 

  

These graduate level courses are available to 

a limited number of undergraduate students.  

The higher graduate level expectations of 

these courses would meet the standards for 

the Honors and University Scholars Pro-

grams. 

  

The student would sign up for these cross-

listed courses as an undergraduate.  If the 

student later entered the MSW Program, he 

or she would not be granted permission to 

take the course a 2nd time for MSW credit 

(all courses here are electives within the 

MSW Program). 

  

The courses would be listed separately as an 

“HON” course, so that the transcripts repre-

sent this accordingly. 

  
SWK 494 (Substance Abuse: Theories and 

Practice, 3 credit hours) 

  

SWK 493 (Healthcare Practice, Planning, 

and Policy, 3 credit hours) 

  

SWK 357 (Social Work Values and Ethics, 3 

credit hours – certificate earned) 

  

SWK 499 (The India Experience – Study 

Abroad, 3 credit hours) 

  

SWK 475 (Alternative Health Systems, 3 

credit hours) 


