Exploring My Question
Take the question you formed in the previous exercise and write it here:

	


Now explore that question with 3 pages of brainstorming.

1. Brainstorm on this question using the readings of class, lectures, discussions, and your own values, attitudes, and experiences.  Mention all of these in 1 page where your concern is for idea generation, not neatness or correctness.

2. Brainstorm for one page on the changes, history, movements, and activities connected with your subject.  Consider the readings, lectures, discussions, and your own values, attitudes, and experiences.  Mention all of them in 1 page where your concern is for idea generation.  You may find you do not know some aspects—how would you research them?

3. Brainstorm for one page on the similarities and dissimilarities to other subjects.  That means compare and contrast your subject to similar and dissimilar ones.  Use your imagination and see what rich ideas and connections surface.  Write for 1 page.

After completing this exercise, take a night off.  Your conscious mind works hard at making these connections, and now your unconscious mind will take its turn.  Once you have finished this exercise and rested, you can then take on the answering of that question, which will be the FOCUS or THESIS of your paper.  
